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FROM THE EDITOR. 


The Importance of Optics and Rhetoric 


January 6, 2021: The day will live on in 
infamy as the occasion of a violent, armed 
insurrection designed to obstruct the peace- 
ful transfer of power and possibly even 
overthrow the U.S. government, all mas- 
terminded by none other than Donald J. 
Trump. At least that is what the Left wants 
us to believe. 

The truth, as readers of The New Ameri- 
can know, is quite different. Donald Trump 
did not orchestrate, or try to orchestrate, an 
“armed insurrection.” Of the thousands of 
people who (unwisely, it turned out) gath- 
ered on the Capitol grounds that fateful 
day, only a very few engaged in any illegal 
actions. There is video footage of Capitol 
Police allowing the mob to enter the Capi- 
tol. There are photos and video of known 
Antifa agitators among the crowd posing 
as Trump supporters and trying to whip 
the people into a frenzy to cause a violent 
riot. There is evidence of federal agents 
provocateurs among the “patriots” march- 
ing on the Capitol. And, most importantly, 
the “mostly peaceful protesters,” to bor- 
row terminology from the Left, were ab- 
solutely not a crowd of “armed insurrec- 
tionists.” Patriotic Americans know that a 
true “armed insurrection,” with the aim of 
marching on the Capitol and overthrowing 
the government, would have looked much 
different — we’ll leave it at that. 

Nevertheless, over the past two years 
we’ve been inundated with constant mes- 
saging about January 6 — coming from the 
mainstream media, the Democratic Party, 
and social media — insisting on a certain 
narrative of the event. The “official” story 
of January 6, and the government’s re- 
sponse to the protest, is a perfect example 
of the Left’s use of optics and rhetoric to 
gain and maintain power over the American 
people. The image of the event, i.e., how it 
was packaged and made to “look” to the 
American people, was carefully chosen to 
accomplish the Left’s goal. The narrative 
around the event, particularly the words 
used to describe it, 
was also carefully 
curated to paint a 
certain picture in the 
minds of the people. 

What happened on 
January 6 has the ap- 
pearance of a staged 
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event designed with optics and rhetoric in 
mind to do maximum damage to patriotic, 
Trump-supporting Americans frustrated 
over the results of the 2020 presidential 
election. Did the Left accomplish its goal? 
To an extent, yes. While not every American 
followed the J6 Committee hearings or even 
believed the mainstream media narrative, 
quite a few did. Even among many con- 
servatives, the Trump brand took a hit after 
January 6. Trump supporters and patriotic 
Americans in general have essentially been 
labeled “enemies of the state,” as we explain 
in this issue of the magazine, looking at the 
events of January 6 two years later. 

Patriotic Americans need to understand 
the importance of using optics and rheto- 
ric. In other words, we can’t win this fight 
with bad optics that play into our enemy’s 
hands. We also need to be aware of how 
our rhetoric can be used against us. Inef- 
fective use of optics and rhetoric has been 
a weakness of constitutionally minded 
Americans for years. By no means should 
we resort to lies and deceptive tactics to 
manipulate Americans, but we need to be 
wise enough to not be drawn into the traps 
the Left sets for us. We don’t need to give 
them any more ammunition to smear us 
with. For this and other reasons, The New 
American and its parent organization, The 
John Birch Society, have always been op- 
posed to getting involved in protests and 
“marches,” since they can be so easily co- 
opted by those with unsavory purposes. 

Liberty is still attractive to most Ameri- 
cans. We have a winning message! Pack- 
aging that message effectively and shar- 
ing it in an articulate manner will help us 
greatly in accomplishing our goals. That is 
part of the strategy of this magazine mov- 
ing forward into a period of unprecedented 
growth as we work for “less government, 
more responsibility, and — with God’s 
help — a better world.” That freedom 
shall not perish! 

— John T. Larabell 
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Kentucky to Divest From Companies Over ESG 


On January 3, Kentucky State Treasurer Allison Ball released a 
list of 11 companies engaged in energy boycotts, a hallmark of 
so-called ESG (Environmental, Social, Corporate Governance) 
funding. Those companies must notify the State Treasurer’s of- 
fice within 90 days that they are ending those energy boycotts or 
risk divestment from the Bluegrass State. 

The companies put on notice are BlackRock, Inc.; BNP Pari- 
bas SA; Citigroup Inc.; Climate First Bank; Dankse Bank A/S; 
HSBC PLC; JPMorgan Chase & Co.; Nordea Bank ABP; Schro- 
ders PLC; Svenska Handelsbanken AB; and Swedbank AB. 

According to the treasurer’s statement, Kentucky’s energy sec- 


tor accounts for nearly eight percent of all employment in the 
state and nearly 145,000 jobs. Currently, fossil fuels supply 94.5 
percent of Kentucky’s electrical power generation. 

Those are not resources that the Bluegrass State is willing to 
lose because of the whims of climate hysterics. 

“When companies boycott fossil fuels, they intentionally 
choke off the lifeblood of capital to Kentucky’s signature indus- 
tries,” Ball said in her statement. “Traditional energy sources fuel 
our Kentucky economy, provide much needed jobs, and warm 
our homes. Kentucky must not allow our signature industries to 
be irreparably damaged based upon the ideological whims of a 
select few.” 

The state’s actions are part of a nationwide pushback against 
so-called ESG funding schemes, which look to promote left- 
wing causes such as fighting “climate change,” abortion avail- 
ability, censorship in the name of guarding against “misinfor- 
mation,” and gun control. 

Kentucky now joins a growing list of states who are fighting 
back against “woke” ESG funding schemes that prioritize glob- 
alist climate-change policies over the good of their investors. 
Among those states are Louisiana, Florida, and Arizona. 

The new GOP majority in the House of Representatives is also 
set to investigate ESG investment schemes, which some con- 
gressmen believe are “merely partisan politics masquerading as 
responsible corporate governance.” 


New York Times Suggests Shorter People Are Better for the Planet 


A January | guest essay published in The New York Times makes 
the point that a shorter population would be better for the planet. 
While the author, Mara Altman, has her tongue firmly implanted 
in her cheek, her blatantly size-ist bigotry is impossible to ignore. 
Entitled “There Has Never Been a Better Time to Be Short,” 
Altman’s article declares that a shorter human race is better for 
everyone. 

Altman, who reports that she is only five feet tall, bluntly states 
that the future belongs to the diminutive as she states, “short is 
better, and it is the future.” 

“The short are also inherent conservationists, which is more 
crucial than ever in this world of eight billion,” Altman points out. 
Echoing the writings of Thomas Samaras, known as the “Godfa- 
ther of Shrink Think,” Altman concludes that if we “were just 10 
percent shorter in America alone, we would save 87 million tons of 
food per year (not to mention trillions of gallons of water, quadril- 
lions of B.T.U.s of energy and millions of tons of trash).” 

She suggests that one way to ensure a shorter population is to 
lower one’s dating expectations — literally. 

“Lowering the height minimum for prospective partners on 
your dating profile is a step toward a greener planet,” Altman 
suggests. Because “when you mate with shorter people, you’re 
potentially saving the planet by shrinking the needs of subse- 
quent generations.” 


Altman and the Times met with a fair amount of ridicule re- 
garding the article. 

While Altman’s piece is at least in part an attempt at humor, 
it’s important to note that certain climate fanatics have actually 
advocated genetic engineering to make people shorter as a means 
of causing them to consume less. They’ve also suggested such 
things as inducing allergies to meat in the population in order 
to make people crave less of it, and introduced the idea of de- 
creasing testosterone and adding hormones such as oxytocin and 
seratonin to increase mankind’s ability to empathize with others. 
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ATF Keeping Permanent Records of Gun Owners 


A recent report from the FBI, released in early January, reveals 
that Barack Obama is no longer “the best gun salesman in 
America,” as CNN’s Aaron Smith claimed back in 2016. At that 
time background checks had soared from 14 million in 2009 
(Obama’s first year in office) to nearly 28 million in 2016 (his 
last year in office). 

The title “best gun salesman in America” then fell to President 
Donald Trump: During his four years in office (2017 to 2020) 
background checks averaged nearly 30 million annually. 

The mantle now rests on the shoulders of the current White 
House resident: In Biden’s first two years, background checks 
averaged more than 35 million per year. 


This is no doubt partly due to concerns ordinary citizens have 
over protecting themselves from increasing gun violence, espe- 
cially in cities and states run by anti-gun Democrats who have 
more concern for criminals than their victims. And part is due to 
the virtual explosion in concealed-carry permits, now estimated 
at more than 20 million. 

However, there is one number from the FBI report that is par- 
ticularly unsettling: Since 1998, when the National Instant Crimi- 
nal Background Check System (NICS) was launched, there have 
been 443 million background checks! 

How many of those background checks remain in the hands 
of the ATF — the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives — in spite of laws prohibiting the government from 
keeping any such registry or database? 

It turns out that there isn’t just one database keeping perma- 
nent records of gun owners applying for permission to purchase 
a firearm. There are five: the Multiple Sale Reports database, 
the Suspect Guns database, the Traced Guns database, the Theft 
Guns database, and the Out of Business Records database. There 
are several hundred million records in these databases. 

Millions of Americans think they are simply exercising their 
Second Amendment-protected right by purchasing guns, while 
in fact they are giving their personal, private information to a 
government that might one day try to confiscate those guns. 


Canceling Keystone XL Cost Thousands of Jobs, Billions of Dollars 


Canceling the Keystone XL Pipeline cost the United States tens 
of thousands of jobs and billions of dollars in economic activity, 
the Biden administration has belatedly confessed. 

According to Fox News, the Department of Energy (DOE) re- 
leased a report “in late December without any public announce- 
ment” stating that the pipeline project “would have created up to 
59,000 jobs and would have had a positive economic impact of 
up to $9.6 billion.” 

President Biden canceled the project’s permits on his first day 
in office, drawing criticism not just from Republicans but also 
from his erstwhile labor-union allies, who did not appreciate his 
destruction of thousands of anticipated union jobs. 

Just how many jobs Keystone XL would have created has long 
been in dispute. TC Energy, the Canadian firm that operated the 
pipeline, initially claimed it would create 20,000 jobs, a figure 
then-President Barack Obama disputed, saying the number was 
“maybe 2,000 during the construction of the pipeline” and 50 to 
100 permanent jobs thereafter. Around the same time, the State 
Department forecast the project would create 42,000 direct and 
indirect jobs during construction and nearly 4,000 direct jobs 
after construction. The Biden administration, which had every 
incentive to lowball its estimate of jobs lost to the pipeline’s 
cancellation, actually came in with by far the highest projection 
of all. No wonder it kept its report under wraps until after the 
midterm elections. 


“The Biden administration finally owned up to what we have 
known all along — killing the Keystone XL Pipeline cost good- 
paying jobs, hurt Montana’s economy and was the first step in 
the Biden administration’s war on oil and gas production in the 
United States,” Senator Steve Daines (R-Mont.) said in a state- 
ment to Fox News. “Unfortunately, the administration continues 
to pursue energy production anywhere but the United States.” Hi 
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Will the New Speaker Actually Implement His Pledges? 
“We will hold the swamp accountable, from the withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan, to the origins of Covid, and to the weaponization of the FBI. 
Let me be very clear: We will use the power of the purse and the power 
of the subpoena to get the job done.” 

Immediately after he became House speaker, Kevin McCarthy sound- 
ed as if he would use his powerful post to unearth smothered details 
about matters Democrats would prefer to keep hidden from the Ameri- 


can people. 
Kevin 

Former Congressman Tells of His Disdain for New Speaker Beary 

“Kevin McCarthy will look you in the eye and lie to you and he doesn’t 

care if you know he’s lying.” 

In a warning issued to Republicans in Congress, former Iowa Republi- 

can Representative Steve King expressed his views on the untrustwor- 

thiness of new House Speaker Kevin McCarthy. 


Biden Finally Visits Border, Then Announces His Intent to 
Welcome More Immigrants 

“We cannot wall ourselves off from shared problems. We’re trying to 
make it easier for people to get here.” 

After avoiding any personal visit to the U.S. southern border during 
his first two years in office, President Joe Biden made clear his desire 
to see more, not fewer, immigrants cross into the United States. He 
expressed this view during a January 10 meeting in Mexico City with 
leaders from Mexico and Canada following his border visit. 


Texas Congressman Files a New Measure to Cease U.S. Funding of WHO 

“Funneling millions of taxpayer dollars to the corrupt World Health Organization that serves the 
Chinese Communist Party is a slap in the face to hardworking American families struggling under 
record high inflation, and to all those whose lives and livelihoods were ruined and destroyed by the 
Covid pandemic.” 

As soon as the House of Representatives elected a new speaker, Representative Chip Roy (R-Texas) 
introduced legislation (H.R. 343) to accomplish the same goal he had sought when Democrats, who 
previously controlled the House, refused to take action on the bill. He expects that his measure will 
win support in the new Congress. 


Italy’s Mafia Boss Finally Arrested After a 30-year Search 

“Until this morning, we didn’t even know what face he had.” 

Matteo Messina Denaro had successfully eluded Italy's police for 30 years while presiding over 
dozens of murders — killing two leading anti-Mafia prosecutors; arranging for deadly bombings 
in Milan, Rome, and Florence; and more. Palermo’s Chief Prosecutor Maurizio DeLuca arrested 
Denaro in Palermo when the Mafia chieftain arrived at a medical facility for treatment of a minor 
problem. 


During McCarthy’s House Speaker Bid, 

One Congressman Voted “No” 14 Times 

“T did not want to come up here and be a representative who heard what 

my voters said and caved to the pressure. Sir, I’m sorry. We love you in 

my Arizona district but I’ve been listening to my voters.” 

After resisting pressure from Trump and numerous others to support 

the eventual winner of the House speaker's post, freshman Arizona 

Republican Eli Crane, a former Navy Seal, said he hoped to serve on 

the Natural Resources, Homeland Security, and Foreign Affairs Com- 

mittees but was expecting to be punished for his stand. He ended up 

being appointed to one of those committees: Homeland Security. @ 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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MAGA supporters, parents who protest at school-board meetings, pro-life activists, etc., 
are fast becoming enemies of the state in the eyes of their own government. 
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by William F. Jasper 


n January 6, 2021, a single shot was 
fired during what the media and the 


Biden Democrats have dubbed an 
“insurrection” at the U.S. Capitol in Wash- 
ington, D.C. That shot, fired at close range 
by Capitol Police Officer Michael Byrd, 
struck and killed unarmed, 35-year-old Air 
Force Senior Airman Ashli Babbitt. Video 
of the shooting shows that Officer Byrd 
gave no warning before firing, and fellow 
officers testified that they heard him give 
no warning before shooting. 

Babbitt, who had served 14 years in 
the Air Force, with eight deployments to 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Qatar, was 
soon branded an “insurrectionist” and a 
“terrorist” by media commentators. FBI 
Director Christopher Wray gave cover to 
these charges by claiming that the January 
6 actions were “behavior that we, the FBI, 
view as domestic terrorism.” The Biden 
Department of Justice, which had previ- 
ously shown its harsh anti-police prejudice 
by hammering local police over their re- 
sponses to rampant crime and violent riots, 
was suddenly indulgent of the Capitol Po- 
lice, declining to prosecute Officer Byrd. 
The House January 6 Committee set up 
by Speaker Nancy Pelosi was uninterested 
in looking into the shooting of Babbitt (or 
any of the many other troubling aspects of 
January 6) because that would detract from 
the committee’s partisan objectives of pros- 
ecuting President Trump and demonizing 
— and then criminalizing — his followers 
as “insurrectionists,” “white nationalists,” 
and “domestic terrorists.” 

Infuriated over the defamation of her 
dead daughter and the unwillingness of 
the government to investigate her death, 
Ashli Babbitt’s mother, Micki Witthoeft, 
has repeatedly protested outside the 
Capitol. On January 6, 2023, the second 
anniversary of the Capitol melee, Wit- 
thoeft was arrested by Capitol Police for 
“jaywalking” while memorializing her 
daughter’s shooting death. 

In the two years since his inauguration, 
Joe Biden’s administration has sent federal 
SWAT teams into homes and offices to 
drag nearly 1,000 Americans off to a Sovi- 
et-style gulag. Hundreds of them still lan- 


William F. Jasper is a senior editor of 


The New American. 
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In the two years since his inauguration, Joe Biden’s 
administration has sent federal SWAT teams into homes and 
offices to drag nearly 1,000 Americans off to a Soviet-style 
gulag. Hundreds of them still languish in pre-trial detention, 
where they have been denied due process. 
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Seeking justice: Micki Witthoeft, mother of Ashli Babbitt, the Air Force veteran fatally shot by 
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Ashli Babbitt ; 
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police during the U.S. Capitol riot, was arrested by Capitol Police on January 6, 2023, while 
protesting on the second anniversary of her daughter’s death. 


guish in pre-trial detention where they have 
been denied due process. They are being 
treated as if they are foreign combatants, 
as enemies of the state, rather than Ameri- 
can citizens with constitutionally protected 
rights. In many cases they have been denied 
medical treatment and have been subjected 
to beatings, torture, and inhumane treat- 
ment that has even drawn criticism from 
liberal-left icons such as Democratic Sena- 
tors Elizabeth Warren and Dick Durbin. 
Now President Biden and his Deep 
State handlers and minions are doubling 
down, vowing to step up their attacks on 
“domestic terrorists.” In his public state- 
ment on the second anniversary of the 
January 6 riot, Attorney General Mer- 
rick Garland said, “This investigation 
has resulted in the arrest of more than 


950 defendants for their alleged roles in 
the attack.” But, he added, “Our work is 
far from over.” CBS News reported that 
“Prosecutors have estimated that the total 
number of defendants accused of partici- 
pating in the Capitol breach could reach 
2,000.” In other words, we can expect the 
DOJ to send FBI SWAT teams to terrorize 
and arrest, in total, double the number of 
those already arrested. 

And to help make that happen, Con- 
gress passed the 4,000-plus-page, $1.7 
trillion year-end federal omnibus spending 
bill, rewarding the DOJ with a budget in- 
crease of $212 million (nine percent) over 
fiscal year 2022, to “further support pros- 
ecutions related to the Jan. 6 attack on the 
Capitol and domestic terrorism cases,” ac- 
cording to a House Democratic fact sheet. 
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The same bill gives the FBI a five-percent 
boost, or $570 million, over last year, 
which House Democrats earmarked “for 
efforts to investigate extremist violence 
and domestic terrorism.” 

The federal interpretations of “domes- 
tic terrorism” are slippery enough, but 
“extremist violence” and the even-vaguer 
designations of “white nationalism,” “do- 
mestic violent extremism (DVE),” and 
“militia violent extremism (MVE)” — 
along with President Biden’s vilification 
of “extremism” by “MAGA Republicans” 
— make it even more likely that millions 
of law-abiding Americans can be, and will 
be, subjected to investigation, arrest, and 
prosecution for disapproved speech and 
peaceful assembly. Recall that on October 
4, 2021, Attorney General Garland sent a 
memo to FBI offices directing them to go 
after those who commit or threaten vio- 
lence against public-school teachers, ad- 
ministrators, and school boards, as well as 
those who commit “other forms of intimi- 
dation and harassment.” In the brouhaha 
that followed, it came out that the Garland 
memo had been initiated by connivance 
of the Biden White House with leftists at 
the National School Boards Association 
(NSBA) to criminalize and silence angry 


parents who are besieging school-board 
meetings over LGBTQ grooming of their 
children and school indoctrination in hate- 
filled critical race theory. The NSBA sug- 
gested that angry parental opposition to 
these things should be considered by the 
Biden administration to be “equivalent 
to a form of domestic terrorism and hate 
crimes.” Only a massive public outcry 
caused the Biden DOJ to back off from 
this course — at least temporarily. 

So, don’t think that just because you 
are not a “J6 insurrectionist” — because 
you didn’t go to Donald Trump’s J6 rally 
— that you’re safe. And don’t think that 
you are below the surveillance-state radar 
because you’ve had your Covid jab (and 
two boosters) and haven’t opposed the 
mask mandates and lockdowns. Or that 
you are in the clear because you haven’t 
protested the transgender propaganda in 
your child’s public school or retweeted 
any “election disinformation” or politically 
incorrect memes. There are now a million 
ways to run afoul of the thought police. 
Their crosshairs are fixed not only on J6 
insurrectionists and MAGA Republicans, 
but also parents, gun owners, military vet- 
erans, farmers, ranchers, business owners, 
Christian pastors, pro-lifers, border-control 


Weaponized “justice”: Attorney General Merrick Garland has turned the Justice Department into 
a bludgeon directed at all perceived enemies of the Biden/Deep State regime, while refusing to 


prosecute blatant crimes by criminals on the Left. 


AP Images 


advocates — virtually everyone who rep- 
resents real or potential opposition to our 
nation’s mad rush toward dictatorship. 


New Reign of Terror 

Last September 23, dozens of heavily 
armed FBI agents in military gear de- 
scended on the Pennsylvania home of 
peaceful Christian pro-life activist and au- 
thor Mark Houck. With guns drawn, they 
terrorized his wife and seven children as 
they shackled him and dragged him off 
to jail. His “crime”? The Biden/Garland 
DOJ decided to resurrect a baseless claim 
against Houck by a Planned Parenthood 
activist that had been dismissed by the 
Philadelphia district attorney a year ear- 
lier. Last spring, in anticipation of the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, Merrick Garland 
announced the formation of a Reproduc- 
tive Rights Task Force at DOJ “to protect 
access to reproductive health care.” Since 
then, the DOJ has stepped up its prosecu- 
tions, reaching back to 2020 and 2021 to 
prosecute more than two dozen pro-life 
activists on federal charges. In October of 
2021, the DOJ announced that it was ear- 
marking $21 million to step up its inves- 
tigation and prosecution of “hate crimes” 
under the new Shepard-Byrd Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act, which makes it easier for 
the federal government to prosecute “hate 
crimes” allegedly committed because of 
a person’s sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 

Students of history will recognize that 
everyday citizens being branded as “en- 
emies of the state” by would-be tyrants is 
nothing new. During the Reign of Terror 
in the French Revolution, merely being 
accused of disloyalty to the revolution by 
Maximillian Robespierre’s Committee of 
Public Safety was sufficient to guarantee a 
death ride in the tumbrils to the guillotine. 
Similarly, one of the first orders of busi- 
ness of Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks 
in 1917 was the creation of the dreaded 
Extraordinary Commission to Fight Coun- 
ter-Revolution, otherwise known as the 
Cheka (which later transitioned into the 
GPU, the NKVD, and finally the KGB). 
Hitler, of course, had his Gestapo. Mao 
had his Revolutionary Committees. Fidel 
Castro set up his Committees for the De- 
fense of the Revolution. It’s the same in 
every dictatorship: political opposition (or 
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even potential opposition) is declared a 
“public enemy,” vilified, defamed, crimi- 
nalized, arrested, and eliminated. Due 
process? Ha! If a “trial” is held at all, it 
is a “show trial,” with prosecutor, judge, 
jury, and executioner all representing the 
regime and stacked against the defendant, 
who gets no legal representation. 

It is not an exaggeration to say Team 
Biden has headed down this dangerous 
path and that the lives and liberties of 
every single American — Republican or 
Democrat, liberal or conservative — are 
in grave peril as a result. 

The Biden administration is systemati- 
cally destroying due process and shredding 
the rule of law. It is methodically demolish- 
ing the constitutional guardrails that were 
crafted to protect all Americans from the 
tyranny of omnipotent government. The 
Departments of Justice and Homeland Se- 
curity and the FBI have been thoroughly 
corrupted (at least at the higher levels) and 
transformed into instruments of terror to be 
unleashed against the regime’s political op- 
ponents. That means you, me, and millions 
of liberty-minded fellow citizens. 

The riotous melee at the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6, 2021 that followed Presi- 
dent Trump’s Stop the Steal rally has 
been turned into a pretext to demonize 
and criminalize “MAGA Republicans,” 
which means anyone who resists genu- 
flecting before the baby-killing/pervert- 
grooming/tranny-mutilating/CRT-indoc- 
trinating/gun-grabbing/border-destroying 
altar. Thus, the Biden DOJ has sent forth 
swarms of militarized FBI SWAT teams 
to descend upon communities across the 
country and arrest hundreds of our fellow 
citizens who attended President Trump’s 
rally, even though most of them did not 
engage in any violence or destruction, 
and many never even entered the Capitol. 
Unlike the Antifa/BLM mobs that rained 
death and destruction on dozens of our 
cities (but which media reports repeat- 
edly dubbed “mostly peaceful”), most of 
the January 6 “criminals” have no previ- 
ous criminal records and are law-abiding, 
patriotic citizens, their only “crime” being 
to attend President Trump’s rally. 


A Conspiracy Theory 

Desperate for Credibility 

On November 29, federal prosecutors suc- 
ceeded in getting a guilty verdict of sedi- 
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Patriot or agent provocateur? Oath Keepers founder and leader Stewart Rhodes, who faces 
a possible 20-year prison sentence related to the J6 Capitol riot, is a controversial figure in 
conservative circles, with many critics believing him to be a federal agent provocateur. 


tious conspiracy against Stewart Rhodes, 
the founder and leader of the Oath Keep- 
ers, and Kelly Meggs, the leader of the 
Florida chapter of the organization, for 
their actions related to the January 6 Capi- 
tol breach. They could face up to 20 years 
in prison for that charge alone, and face 
additional prison time for lesser crimes for 
which they were convicted. Their defense 
attorneys say they will appeal the decision. 
Three additional defendants — Kenneth 
Harrelson, Jessica Watkins, and Thomas 
Caldwell — were also convicted, but the 
jury rejected the prosecutors’ most serious 
charges of seditious conspiracy. All three 
were found guilty of lesser felony charges. 

The convictions were roundly celebrat- 
ed by Merrick Garland and DOJ officials, 
along with the members of Pelosi’s Janu- 
ary 6 star chamber and its media cheer- 
leaders. 

“Attorney General Merrick Gar- 
land took something of a victory lap on 
Wednesday, a day after the Department 
of Justice secured convictions in one of 
the Jan. 6 investigation’s highest profile 
prosecutions,” ABC News reported on 
November 30. 

“Our work yesterday marked signifi- 


cant successes,” Garland said. “Today 
the jury returned a verdict convicting all 
defendants of criminal conduct, including 
two Oath Keepers leaders for seditious 
conspiracy against the United States,” 
he remarked. “The Justice Department is 
committed to holding accountable those 
criminally responsible for the assault 
on our democracy on January 6, 2021. 
The prosecutors and agents on this case 
worked tirelessly, with extraordinary skill, 
and in the best traditions of the Depart- 
ment of Justice.” 

Biden, Garland, and the DOJ desperate- 
ly needed these convictions. After nearly 
two years of “investigation,” the DOJ/FBI 
and the farce known as the U.S. House 
Select Committee to Investigate the Janu- 
ary 6th Attack on the United States Capitol 
had come up with zero evidence to sup- 
port their conspiracy theory that President 
Trump and members of his staff had con- 
spired with the Oath Keepers, the Proud 
Boys, Republican members of Congress, 
and other “white nationalists” to engage 
in “insurrection.” 

The “insurrection” charge was ludicrous 
from the get-go. Has anyone ever heard of 
an insurrection in which all the “insurrec- 
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tionists” simply forgot to bring their guns? 
Really, does it make any sense that in the 
United States of America, which boasts 
the world’s largest armed citizenry, we 
would have an insurrection with unarmed 
insurrectionists? The fact is that the only 
firearms at the J6 “insurrection” were in 
the possession of the Capitol Police and 
other federal law-enforcement officers. 

Nevertheless, from Joe Biden on down 
to members of Congress and members of 
the media, the charges of “insurrection” 
and “seditious conspiracy” were leveled 
again and again not only at those who 
engaged in violence and vandalism on 
January 6, but also at President Trump 
and even those peacefully attending the 
rally that day. The Pelosi-run House of 
Representatives, remember, voted (with 
the connivance of 10 “Republicans”) to 
impeach President Trump for “incitement 
of insurrection.” However, even though 
the massive saturation propaganda may 
have convinced many members of the 
public that the J6 defendants truly were 
involved in seditious conspiracy and in- 
surrection, when it came time to charge the 
defendants, those charges were not in the 
charging documents. 

There were plenty of J6 defendants 
who, like Eduardo Alvear Gonzalez, were 
charged with “Entering and Remaining 


in a Restricted Building or Grounds; Dis- 
orderly and Disruptive Conduct in a Re- 
stricted Building or Grounds; Disorderly 
Conduct in a Capitol Building; Parading, 
Demonstrating, or Picketing in a Capitol 
Building.” 

But that doesn’t quite have the ring of 
gravitas needed to justify the highly pub- 
licized hyperventilating about “violent in- 
surrection,” “treason,” “attempted coup,” 
and “seditious conspiracy” by the politicos 
and media talking heads. 

The DOJ and FBI were under heavy 
pressure to find the crimes to fit the nar- 
rative that America is under siege from 
domestic extremists, domestic terrorists, 
insurrectionists, racists, and white nation- 
alists wearing red MAGA caps and fol- 
lowing orders from Donald Trump. After 
all, we were told repeatedly that the J6 
“insurrection” was comparable to (or 
worse than) the War of 1812, the Civil 
War, Pearl Harbor, and 9/11. However, 
poll after poll showed that few Americans 
saw the J6 “threat” as a serious concern 
and the J6 Committee hearings, despite 
heavy media promotion, turned out to 
be an embarrassing bust that no one was 
watching. 

Merrick Garland and FBI chief Chris- 
topher Wray had to deliver serious drama 
and serious convictions or face total dis- 
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Enemy of the state? Mark Houck (seen here with his family) is a Christian pro-lifer. The Biden/ 
Merrick DOJ shamefully subjected him and his family to a massive FBI SWAT raid as part of the 
administration’s response to the SCOTUS decision overturning Roe v. Wade. 
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crediting. Thus, the arrests of Stewart 
Rhodes and 10 other members of the Oath 
Keepers and their subsequent charging 
with seditious conspiracy. 

Seditious conspiracy is defined in 18 
U.S. Code 2384 as “two or more persons” 
who “conspire to overthrow, put down, or 
to destroy by force the Government of the 
United States, or to levy war against them, 
or to oppose by force the authority thereof, 
or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the 
execution of any law of the United States.” 
It is a charge that is rarely employed, the 
last time being the 2010 case against nine 
members of the Hutaree militia of Michi- 
gan. All of the Hutaree defendants were 
acquitted at trial. 

Merrick Garland is not about to let a re- 
peat of the Hutaree fiasco happen with re- 
gard to the J6 witch hunt. He made sure that 
the trials would take place in Washington, 
D.C., which boasts the most liberal-left jury 
pool in the nation, and under DOJ-compliant 
judges. Julie Kelly, who writes for American 
Greatness and The Federalist and has pro- 
vided some of the best coverage of the on- 
going J6 saga, wrote on September 24, “It is 
clear, after six months of jury trials for Capi- 
tol protesters, i.e., Donald Trump supporters, 
that no one charged in this sprawling crimi- 
nal investigation can get a fair trial.” “Judges 
on the D.C. District Court have denied every 
change of venue motion, absurdly insisting 
residents of a city that voted 93 percent for 
Joe Biden in 2020 can be fair and impartial,” 
she continued. “Further, judges claim non- 
stop news coverage in addition to the tele- 
vised performances of the January 6 select 
committee do not further taint a demonstra- 
bly tainted jury pool.” 

How tainted is the D.C. jury pool? Su- 
per-tainted, by all responsible accounts. 
Multiple independent surveys, including 
one by the Federal Public Defender’s Of- 
fice, show that D.C. is so biased that it 
would be impossible for J6 defendants to 
get a fair verdict from “an impartial jury,” 
as guaranteed in the Sixth Amendment in 
the Bill of Rights. A jury pool bias study 
by Inlux Research and Analytics found, 
among other things, that: 

¢ “the DC Community is saturated with 
potential jurors who harbor actual bias 
against Defendants”; 

« “91% of DC Community respondents 
who answered all of the prejudgment test 
questions admit making at least one preju- 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ FEBRUARY 73, 2023 


dicial prejudgment on issues related to the 
case(s)”; and 

¢ “This bias is not only more prevalent 
in the DC Community, but it is also more 
intense.” 

But, for the trial of J6 defendant Mat- 
thew Bledsoe, Chief Justice Beryl A. 
Howell of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia (an Obama appoin- 
tee) could not allow herself to be bothered 
by the district’s obvious supercharged 
jury bias. According to Gabriel Garcia, a 
court observer at the Bledsoe trial for The 
Gateway Pundit, “The final 12 jurors and 
2 alternates got sworn in yesterday in the 
late afternoon. It seemed like I was look- 
ing at a panel that would sit around the 
table at MSNBC along with some AN- 
TIFA personalities.” “The most shocking 
thing I noticed,” said Garcia, “was how 
Chief Justice Beryl Howell kept pushing 
forward potential jurors that clearly an- 
swered that they cannot remain impartial 
to ‘put their feelings aside’ and ‘make a 
decision based on the evidence clearly 
presented by the government.’” 


Agent Provocateur and Victim? 
Judge Howell is far from being the lone 
radical on the D.C. District Court. Of the 
court’s 15 judges, 11 were appointed by 
Presidents Clinton, Obama, and Biden. 
One of the most important judges on that 
bench is Obama appointee Amit Mehta, 
who is also one of the most activist judges 
when it comes to opposing Trump and 
siding with Trump’s political opponents. 
He also is known for his scathing verbal 
attacks on J6 defendants and for retailing 
the talking points of Joe Biden and the J6 
Committee regarding the January 6 events. 
The die was already cast for a guilty ver- 
dict in the Oath Keepers trial when Judge 
Mehta was chosen to preside. Stewart 
Rhodes and his confederates had the deck 
stacked against them; there was no way they 
were going to get a fair trial. Nevertheless, 
not everyone in the “J6 community” or the 
“MAGA community” was in Rhodes’ cor- 
ner. Next to the infamous Ray Epps, Stew- 
art Rhodes has been one of the most contro- 
versial figures in the events surrounding the 
January 6 Capitol breach. Epps, remember, 
is the tall, commanding figure in a red cap 
caught on video urging rally attendees on 
January 5 that “Tomorrow we go into the 
Capitol, into the Capitol.” He was so sus- 
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Double standard: The Biden DOJ sent FBI SWAT teams to raid former President Trump’s Mar-a- 


Lago estate, allegedly to obtain “classified” documents. No such drama occurred when Biden was 
found in possession of classified docs from when he was vice president. 


piciously emphatic about getting people to 
go into the Capitol that rally-goers shouted 
“NO” and began pointing at him and chant- 
ing “Fed! Fed! Fed!” (For more on Epps, 
see the article on page 17.) 

Republican members of the Senate and 
House — including Senators Ted Cruz 
(Texas), Mike Lee (Utah), Tom Cotton 
(Ark.), and Josh Hawley (Mo.), and Rep- 
resentatives Thomas Massie (Ky.), Jim 
Jordan (Ohio), Marjorie Taylor Greene 
(Ga.), and Matt Gaetz (Fla.) — have 
grilled Attorney General Garland, FBI Di- 
rector Wray, and other DOJ/FBI officials 
regarding Epps, as well as demanding to 
know whether the FBI and/or other fed- 
eral agencies had agents/informants em- 
bedded in the J6 demonstrations and, if so, 
whether these federal operatives initiated, 
led, or participated in any of the criminal 
activities of January 6. In response to these 
crucially important questions, Garland, 
Wray, and their underlings offered evasive 
responses, refused to answer, or claimed 
not to have knowledge. It’s called stone- 
walling, evasion, or outright lying. 

The concerns about Ray Epps and other 
suspicious J6 actors being federal agents 
provocateurs are not wild, partisan specu- 
lations — particularly in light of revela- 


tions concerning the FBI’s central role in 
planning, orchestrating, and financing the 
highly publicized “kidnapping plot” of 
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, a 
plot that also included a planned takeover 
of the Michigan State Capitol and bears an 
eerie similarity to what occurred at the na- 
tion’s Capitol less than two months later. It 
turns out the FBI had at least a dozen paid 
“informants” inside the Michigan plot who, 
at the direction of FBI agents, recruited and 
coaxed reluctant (and not too bright) “mi- 
litia” potheads to be pawns in an FBI/DOJ 
theatrical production. Put simply, the faux 
Whitmer kidnapping was an FBI political 
stunt created to smear President Trump 
weeks before the 2020 presidential elec- 
tion and advance the propaganda narrative 
that America is awash in MAGA extrem- 
ism. The Michigan FBI official in charge of 
that criminal operation, Steven D’ Antuono, 
was not prosecuted or punished. Instead, he 
was promoted to head the FBI’s Washing- 
ton, D.C., office, just in time to oversee the 
events of January 6. 

Was the Whitmer “fednapping” plot an 
FBI/DOJ dress rehearsal for the J6 drama, 
as abundant evidence seems to indicate? 
If so, then the scale of the J6 production 
would point to dozens of federal agents and 
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operatives actively participating in (and 
leading) the criminal actions on January 6 
that the Democrats and their bubblehead 
media herd have relentlessly flogged. We 
have previously pointed out that there are 
dozens of key J6 players (both identified 
and unidentified) whom the FBI/DOJ seem 
curiously uninterested in arresting and 
prosecuting. Are they federal operatives? Is 
Ray Epps one of them? What about Stewart 
Rhodes? Darren Beattie and the reporters at 
Revolver News have amassed a substantial 
dossier on Rhodes that persuasively argues 
he is a federal asset. 

Revolver’s articles focus not only on 
Rhodes’ role on January 6, but also on 
his very troubling role in the 2014 Bundy 
Ranch standoff in Nevada and the 2016 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge stand- 
off in Oregon. Participants in these and 
other events point out that Rhodes has a 
record of inserting himself into these situ- 
ations, taking command as a leading agita- 
tor, acting as the protesters’ liaison to the 
FBI, urging others to take aggressive ac- 
tion (for which they are later prosecuted), 
and then escaping prosecution himself. 

But, doesn’t Rhodes’ belated arrest and 
his subsequent prosecution and conviction 
lay to rest the suspicion that he may be a 
federal asset? Not at all; he wouldn’t be 
the first informant/asset to be burned when 
it became politically expedient to do so. 
And the stakes are very high in the Deep 
State’s J6 gambit, so sacrificing a useful 
operative is a trifling matter. 

The FBI and DOJ have a long history 
of using agents provocateurs to “discredit 
from within” and to set up unwary patriots 
for prosecution. They now have a virtually 
unlimited arsenal of carrots and sticks to 
use for enticing or strong-arming recruits 
into their agent provocateur army. And 
they have plenty of strategically placed 
corrupt judges to rubberstamp their ille- 
gal, unconstitutional, and immoral actions. 

Meanwhile, despite repeated assertions 
by Merrick Garland, Christopher Wray, 
and Homeland Security Secretary Ale- 
jandro Mayorkas that they operate on an 
absolutely nonpartisan and even-handed 
basis, it is obvious that those assurances 
are blatant gaslighting. Consider that the 
Biden/Garland DOJ took the unprec- 
edented action of making a high-profile 
FBI raid on the Mar-a-Lago home of for- 
mer President Donald Trump, supposedly 
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Seeking truth: How many of the J6 rioters, especially those leading the criminal activities and 
goading protesters on, were federal agents? Representatives Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) and Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) demand answers at a January 6, 2022 press conference. 


because he was in possession of classified 
documents (which he, as president, had 
authority to declassify). However, when 
it came to light that classified documents 
were discovered in Joe Biden’s possession 
(from when he was vice president, an of- 
fice that doesn t have authority to declas- 
sify) we saw no drama, no FBI raid. It was 
the same double standard for then-Secre- 
tary of State Hillary Clinton, who not only 
had illegally taken classified documents 
but had sent and received them via her un- 
secured, personal email account. Consider 
also that while the DOJ/DHS/FBI is going 
after J6 defendants, MAGA Republicans, 
and pro-lifers with a vengeance, it is: 

¢ Ignoring the firebombing and vandal- 
ism of more than 100 churches and pro-life 
offices and pregnancy-resource centers; 

¢ Ignoring violence in the deadly BLM- 
Antifa riots that resulted in 19 deaths and 
more than $2 billion in destruction, includ- 
ing many attacks on federal buildings; 

¢ Ignoring criminal leaks of information 
by federal employees, including the leak 
of the Supreme Court draft of the majority 
opinion in the Dobbs v. Jackson decision; 

¢ Ignoring the protesters who targeted 
the homes and families of U.S. Supreme 
Court justices in violation of the law 
against intimidating judges; 


¢ Ignoring the J6 Committee’s criminal 
release of Social Security numbers and 
other identifiers of Trump allies and Re- 
publican leaders; 

¢ Padding the statistics of “domestic vi- 
olent extremists” — as FBI whistleblow- 
ers have revealed — to support the Biden 
jihad against “MAGA Republicans”; 

* Colluding with Twitter and other Big 
Tech platforms to censor American free 
speech in violation of the First Amend- 
ment; and 

* Colluding with Deep State intelligence 
community operatives and Big Media to 
label the Hunter Biden laptop story as 
“Russian disinformation.” 

America is descending to a very dark 
and dangerous place, and it is starkly ap- 
parent that the Deep State operatives run- 
ning the Biden administration intend to 
plunge us ever deeper into the totalitarian 
abyss. To succeed, they are using J6 and 
other pretexts to characterize ordinary 
Americans as enemies of the state in an ef- 
fort to stoke fear in and silence those who 
might otherwise speak out and resist. Yet 
there will be no freedom or safety if we 
allow them to succeed. It will require the 
supreme effort of every American of good 
will to rescue our nation — while there is 
still time and opportunity to do so. 
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This essay, drawing from the most recent 

information, chronicles significant events 

that occurred before, during, and after 
January 6, 2021. 


by Benjamin Faulkner 


@) n the one-year anniversary of the Capitol riot, Kamala 


Harris solemnly addressed the nation: “Certain dates 

echo throughout history, including dates that instantly 
remind all who have lived through them where they were and 
what they were doing.... December 7, 1941, September 11, 2001, 
and January 6, 2021.” 

Before a joint session of Congress, Joe Biden went further, 
characterizing the roughly five-hour long melee on January 6 as 
“the worst attack on our democracy since the Civil War.” 

Two years have passed since the Capitol riot, and its memory 
continues to divide the nation. To Trump’s critics, the 6th was an 
aborted coup attempt, a failed insurrection. To the Right, scan- 
dalized by a season of disorder following the death of George 
Floyd, it was part and parcel of the winter of America’s discon- 
tent. Was January 6 a unique day of infamy in American history, 
or just another “mostly peaceful” protest that turned, regrettably, 
to criminal unrest? 

Representative Liz Cheney (R-Wy.), one of the chief propo- 
nents of the “failed insurrection” proposition, was tagged to co- 
chair the House Select Committee on January 6 under Congress- 
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man Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.). This committee has publicly 
linked Donald Trump to a “conspiracy,” and characterized pro- 
testers as “domestic enemies.” Though boasting of a bipartisan 
composition, the committee was organized exclusively of politi- 
cal enemies of Donald Trump and Trumpism. 

Public statements from the committee comparing MAGA to 
the Confederacy have been not only routine, but tactical. Bennie 
Thompson revealed the strategy when, during an early public 
hearing, he declared, “in 1862, when American citizens had taken 
up arms against this country, Congress adopted a new oath to help 
make sure no person who had supported the rebellion could hold 
a position of public trust.” 

To those who have witnessed six-plus years of state-directed 
attacks on Trump — among which “Russian collusion” and “the 
Zelensky phone call” can be counted as especially noteworthy 
examples — the veneer of objectivity the committee seeks to 
project appears thin indeed. The endgame, demonstrably, of the 
Thompson/Cheney committee is to render Trump legally dis- 
qualified from the pursuit of public office. 

On December 22, 2022 the Select Committee’s report was 
released. In the tradition of the Warren Commission report 
on the assassination of President Kennedy, the report of the 
flawed Robert Mueller-led investigation into September 11, 
2001 (inadequately exploring the question of Saudi govern- 
ment complicity in the attacks), and the #resistance bible that 
was the Mueller Report on Russian interference in the 2016 
election, the Select Committee’s report on January 6 is what 
the establishment would leave to history as the final word 
on its subject. Less a work of scholarship than symbolism, 
this 845-page tome arrives with imposing heft, representing 
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to Washingtonians the solemnity and se- 
riousness of the panel’s labors. 

Though the government and media class 
will regard the report’s release as a mile- 
stone, it is unlikely to capture the interest 
of the American public. Where the Select 
Committee has gone, that public, largely, 
has not followed. Ratings for prime-time 
hearings have been a disappointment, and 
in a December 2021 poll, responders proved 
more likely to characterize the Capitol riot 
as “a protest that went too far” than as “an 
insurrection.” The Left has moved on. To 
the extent the Right is focused on January 
6, their attention has turned to alternative 
press researchers such as Darren Beattie 
and Julie Kelly, whose dogged reporting 
has revealed shadowy figures such as Ray 
Epps, and civil-rights abuses endemic to a 
jail dubbed the “D.C. gulag.” 

Despite waning popular interest in the 
Capitol melee, the date the riot occurred 
— often condensed to “1/6” — has been 
absorbed into the public consciousness 
as a political brand name. To the Ameri- 
can security state, the date represents the 
physical manifestation of Trump’s long 
shadow, the paramount threat to “Our 
Democracy.” 


If 1/6/2021 bears meaningful compari- 
son to epochal dates such as 12/7/1941 
and 9/11/2001, it is in representing the 
clearest arrival date of generation-defin- 
ing federal foes: Axis, al-Qaeda, MAGA. 
The drift toward war footing in the battle 
against Trump and Trumpism is evident 
in the growing resources now dedicated 
to pursuing the specter of MAGA terror. 
“It’s not because the FBI is partisan, but 
more because society ... and Washing- 
ton remains obsessed with January 6 and 
Donald Trump,” declared a senior govern- 
ment official in a recent Newsweek piece 
by William M. Arkin. “In other words, the 
focus now is political terrorism.” 

The federal government appears to 
view Donald Trump as a secessionist in 
the model of Confederate leadership. Does 
it view everyday MAGA activists as ap- 
proaching the status of wartime traitors? 

A possible answer lies in the treatment 
of the roughly 900 January 6 defendants. 
With echoes of the Abu Ghraib era of 
delayed trials and widespread prisoner 
abuses, individuals indicted for partici- 
pation in the January 6 riot have endured 
beatings and protracted stays in solitary 
confinement, an outrage that elicited 
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Summer of chaos: Violence and destruction engulfed dozens of cities following the death of 
George Floyd. In Portland, BLM and Antifa sustained a nearly 50-day crime spree. 
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alarm even from the ACLU and Demo- 
crats such as Senators Bob Casey and 
Elizabeth Warren. 

Another, more uncomfortable parallel 
to Pearl Harbor and September 11 has aris- 
en in the 24 months following the chaos 
at the Capitol; this concerns a compelling 
vein of subterranean speculation as citizen 
researchers sift through evidence, organiz- 
ing the case for negligence, foreknowl- 
edge, and tactical state coordination. 

Was the inability to prevent disaster at 
the Capitol an inevitability, a failure of 
imagination, or, perhaps, something more 
damning? 


The Fire Rises 

The year 2020 was one of the most conse- 
quential in modern American history. The 
initial spread of the Covid-19 pathogen and 
the resulting lockdown represented an un- 
precedented attack on the American psyche. 
In the summer of 2020, the “woke” revolu- 
tion would hit its crescendo in a season of 
protest following the death of George Floyd, 
resulting in roughly two dozen deaths and 
two billion dollars in damage. 

While Democratic politicians and ce- 
lebrities in many cases took an equivocal 
or even supportive tone regarding the un- 
rest, the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity under Trump regarded the chaos more 
critically. Violence was chronicled on the 
DHS website, notably in a page docu- 
menting numerous and sustained attacks 
on federal buildings in Portland, Oregon. 
What occurred in that city was not a single 
siege akin to the events of January 6, 2021, 
but a 47-day marathon assault designed to 
upend the existing order. Though Portland 
was the site of some of the most concen- 
trated and protracted disorder, a study of 
68 cities found that 574 protests that oc- 
curred in the summer of 2020 involved 
acts of violence. 

Anger, not limited to the Left, was ex- 
emplified by a widely publicized Michi- 
gan case in which an obscure militia group 
called the Wolverine Watchmen, in the tell- 
ing of federal prosecutors, devised a plan 
to kidnap the state’s governor, Gretchen 
Whitmer. The leader of the plot, Adam 
Fox, lived in financial precarity, occupy- 
ing the basement of a friend’s business 
among vacuum parts and filing cabinets. 
His co-conspirators referred to Fox as Cap- 
tain Autism; his seemingly Hollywood-in- 
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spired plan allegedly involved blowing up 
a bridge and an audacious daylight appre- 
hension of Governor Whitmer after attack- 
ing her security detail with explosives. His 
goals may have been fantastical, and col- 
ored by his admitted drug use, but the rage 
of the men — emblematic of many on the 
Right — relating to Covid-19 lockdowns, 
and the perception of creeping tyranny, was 
dangerously authentic. 

The Whitmer case, initially treated as 
an investigative triumph, later unraveled 
following revelations that up to a dozen 
confidential informants participated in 
the central conspiracy. The reliably left- 
wing Buzzfeed News even profiled the 
case critically, its authors observing that 
“Tfederal informants] had a hand in nearly 
every aspect of the alleged plot, starting 
with its inception. The extent of their in- 
volvement raises questions as to whether 
there would have even been a conspiracy 
without them.” 

After the defense unsuccessfully at- 
tempted to have charges dismissed on the 
grounds of entrapment, the federal trial of 
four Wolverine Watchmen began in March 
2022. The result found two men declared 
not guilty; a hung jury resulted in a mis- 
trial for two others. Those two would be 
retried, resulting in convictions, but con- 
troversy associated with the saga would be 
an embarrassment to the FBI. A new War 
on Terror was beginning to look like an 
old War on Terror, replete with overzeal- 
ous informants blurring the line between 
observer and enabler in pursuit of terror- 
ism convictions. 

If the case was ultimately to represent 
a black eye for the FBI, it nonetheless 
was a success for the head of the Detroit 
field office who oversaw it. He would be 
promoted to the D.C. office in October 
2020, where he would later participate in 
the January 6 investigations of Capitol 
rioters. The men and women that office 
would pursue in the days, months, and 
now years after the riot often resembled 
the men of the Wolverine Watchmen — 
frustrated individuals living lives at the 
convergence point of personal powerless- 
ness and fervently held conservative and 
patriotic belief systems, devastated by a 
chaotic era in American history. 

In the background of the tension of 
2020 stood President Donald Trump, a fig- 
ure unique in American politics: folk hero 
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Entrapment 101: Michigan 
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer was the subject 

of a bizarre kidnapping 
plot, later deemed a 
“fednapping” when the 
influence of a dozen 
confidential informants was 
revealed. 


to the Republican base, and once-in-a- 
lifetime political villain to a reinvigorated, 
race-obsessed Left. With a one-of-a-kind 
campaign, the brash New York media star 
blended Pat Buchanan-style paleo-con- 
servatism with raucous insult comedy, 
capturing the obsession of a nation, then, 
at least nominally, the ultimate levers of 
power in its political system. 

The 2020 presidential election, though 
less singular than that of 2016, represent- 
ed another factor working to destabilize 
an already anxious nation. Trump, by 
autumn of 2020, was engaged in a bitter 
contest with Joe Biden. In a reversal of 
the 2016 season, the “October surprise” 
was oriented against Trump’s democratic 
rival, as revelations about Hunter Biden’s 
laptop — though dismissed as Russian 
disinformation by many on the Left — 
seemed to move the race convincingly in 
Trump’s favor. 

By election night 2020, the optimism of 
Trump voters appeared vindicated. Early 
tallies trended in Trump’s favor, with a big 
win in Florida evoking the critical turn- 
ing point of 2016. Many Trump support- 
ers can recall going to bed on the night 
of November 3 believing the incumbent 
presidential candidate was on a clear path 
to reelection, a phenomenon termed a “red 
mirage.” Overnight election tallies turned 
toward Biden as ballot counting extended 


late, then later still, with no clear result 
being established by the night’s end. 
When many Trump voters woke up on 
November 4, their belief in an easy Trump 
victory, along with their trust in a fair elec- 
toral process, had been terminally eroded. 


The Siege 

The “Stop the Steal” movement was 
launched on election night with a hashtag 
on Twitter. It represented a mélange of 
grievances concerning election integrity 
that emerged, first from the shocking re- 
versal of Trump’s early gains on Election 
Night 2020, then from the slow pace of 
election returns, and finally from varied 
reports of voting irregularities that spread 
virally over social media. 

If the concerns of Trump supporters 
were only partially accurate, they were 
sufficient to drive the activist wing of the 
Trump movement toward mobilization. 

The threat the Stop the Steal move- 
ment posed to the establishment was sig- 
nificant. Not only did it have sympathizers 
at all levels of elected office, suggesting 
the possibility of a legally meaningful 
confrontation between Trump and Biden 
supporters in the courts, it represented an 
embarrassment to the United States on the 
world stage, undermining America’s care- 
fully crafted image as the foremost de- 
fender of free and fair elections. Millions 
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of Americans appeared to be doubting not 
only an election’s outcome, but the legiti- 
macy of the system itself. 

Stop the Steal protests began just days 
after the November election, represent- 
ing roving and mostly peaceful demon- 
strations largely occurring on courthouse 
steps in a handful of cities, and culminat- 
ing in the Million MAGA March. Some 
events were marked by violence, as during 
a December 12 Washington, D.C., protest 
in which Proud Boys and Trump support- 
ers were confronted by Antifa and BLM- 
aligned activists. The day ended with 33 
arrests and nine seriously injured, includ- 
ing two police officers. 

As 2020 turned to 2021, America had 
once again become a land of not only 
widespread political violence, but nor- 
malized political violence. As crowds 
supportive of Trump, including Three 
Percenters, Oath Keepers, and Proud 
Boys, poured into D.C. for the pivotal 
date of election certification, violence 
was not merely anticipated but expected. 
According to the head of intelligence at 
a Washington Homeland Security office, 
the threat was focused on a particular 
time and place — 1:00 p.m. on January 
6 at the U.S. Capitol. More than a mere 


possibility, the danger was sharply de- 
fined and “blinking red.” 

January 5, 2021 was a day of increas- 
ing tension and activity in D.C. On that 
morning a bus was stopped near the U.S. 
Capitol. Painted “Hippies for Trump” in 
the manner recalling the druggy activism 
of the ’60s — an era that included its own 
attack on the Capitol, in that case a bomb- 
ing — the bus contained various weapons, 
including a pink Ruger rifle. Nine people 
were apprehended. 

Later that day, Ray Epps, a controversial 
figure, still un-arrested and unprosecuted 
by the FBI, was seen in a video along with 
many who entered the Capitol the next day. 
“Tomorrow we go in to the Capitol, in to 
the Capitol,’ Epps roared to a crowd of 
Trump supporters. Those who surrounded 
Epps seemed to take it as an absurd sug- 
gestion. Their collective response of “Fed! 
Fed! Fed!” alluded to the phenomenon of 
agents provocateurs akin to those who 
goaded the Michigan militiamen toward 
criminality and self-destruction. 

That evening, and in one of the crucial 
mysteries of the event, still unidentified 
individuals left pipe bombs at the head- 
quarters of both the Democratic and Re- 
publican National Committees. Despite 


Stop the Steal: The “Save America” rally was held on the morning of January 6, 2021. President 
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Trump encouraged supporters to “peacefully and patriotically” make their voices heard. 
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the aggressive prosecution and investi- 
gation of those involved in the attack on 
the Capitol, the individual or individuals 
responsible for the building and planting 
of those bombs have yet to be identified 
or brought to justice. 

The morning of January 6 began peace- 
fully in D.C., with videos from the morning 
showing a relatively calm crowd gathered 
at The Ellipse, approximately two miles 
from the Capitol. The Save America rally, 
as it was called, though a precursor to the 
attack on the Capitol, was a relatively plac- 
id affair. Several Trump loyalists began the 
morning with speeches. The president was 
scheduled to address the audience at noon. 

At approximately 12:50 p.m., some 
of the first violence occurred more than 
a mile away, as a crowd near the Capitol 
first confronted police and overturned bar- 
riers. Ray Epps, a participant in that initial 
thrust, can be seen clearly in video of the 
confrontation. As that group made their 
initial breach into an off-limits area, the 
Capitol riot had formally begun. 

Videos of Ray Epps taken earlier in 
the morning show him standing against 
the current of foot traffic, repeating “As 
soon as President Trump is finished speak- 
ing we are going to the Capitol,” point- 
ing, “It’s that direction.” Notably, Donald 
Trump spoke later than planned at the 
Save America rally, and it was while Don- 
ald Trump was speaking, not after, that 
Ray Epps and others took the opportunity 
to begin their push. 

Much occurred in a relatively small 
window of time. It was at 12:49 p.m. that 
the U.S. Capitol Police (USCP) responded 
to the pipe bombs discovered at the RNC 
headquarters. At 1:07 the bomb placed at 
the DNC was found. According to most 
accounts, only one minute separated the 
discovery of the bomb placed at the RNC 
and the first breach of the off-limits area 
of the Capitol grounds. Steven Sund, chief 
of the Capitol Police on the 6th, remark- 
ing on pipe bombs planted “right at the 
edge of [the Capitol Police’s] perimeter,” 
testified before Congress that the devices 
were designed “to draw resources away.” 
The serendipity that the bombs planted the 
night before were found at virtually the 
same minute the barrier was breached, ef- 
fectively maximizing their purpose of thin- 
ning the response to the initial push toward 
the Capitol, is notable indeed. 
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It took roughly two hours for the crowd 
to progress from that initial breach of the 
Capitol grounds to the initial entry of the 
building, a violent struggle that resulted 
in the deaths of three protesters: Kevin D. 
Greeson, Benjamin Philips, and Roseanne 
Boyland, whose death, though officially at- 
tributed to Adderall use, was particularly 
violent. 

Making possible a successful drive 
from the edge of the grounds to the interi- 
or of the building were two central factors: 
the lack of adequate human resistance, 
and the intensity and focus of outlier fig- 
ures who seemed determined to lead the 
protesters to their doom. 

Ray Epps has become a familiar figure 
to many on the Right, but Darren Beattie’s 
tireless reportage gathered on Revolver 
News has additionally revealed several 
lesser-known agent provocateur-like fig- 
ures, such as the individual declared “Scaf- 
fold Commander.” Some highlighted by 
Beattie appeared more organized and tacti- 
cal than other participants. Some of those 
figures have yet to be identified. Steven 
Sund, describing the vanguard of the riot, 
observed, “a number of them were wearing 
radio earpieces indicating a high level of 
coordination.” In many cases, some of the 
more deliberative and strategic of those par- 
ticipating were in possession of bullhorns, 
seemingly of similar make and model. 

The ultimate cumulative effect of these 
more purposeful figures, whose behavior 
showed signs of coordination, was clear: 
to direct a pliable crowd into the Capitol, 
just as Ray Epps predicted would occur 
not even 24 hours earlier. 

Among the most glaring irregularities 
about that day was the minimal and inad- 
equate police presence in place to repel 
the protesters. The antidote to this would 
have been the installation of the National 
Guard to protect the Capitol, an idea that 
was being proffered by Donald Trump’s 
administration well prior to January 6. 

Kash Patel, chief of staff at the Depart- 
ment of Defense in January 2021, has 
gone on record saying that Trump attempt- 
ed to authorize the use of National Guard 
troops ahead of January 6. Patel attributes 
the lack of will in posting the Guard at the 
Capitol ahead of the 6th to Nancy Pelosi 
and D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser. Retired 
U.S. Army Lieutenant General Keith Kel- 
logg has specified that Trump contacted 
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“1 also orchestrated it”: In a viral clip Ray Epps can be seen encouraging protesters to enter the 
Capitol in a viral clip. Citizen researchers zeroed in on Epps after his removal from an FBI suspect list. 


the Defense Department on January 3 ask- 
ing for Guard deployment for the 6th. 

In the 845-page Thompson/Cheney re- 
port, “optics” was a common explanation 
by government officials when questioned 
on the limited role of the Guard on the 6th. 
This was the worry that after the violent riots 
of 2020 the presence of the National Guard 
would seem an erosion of the constitutional 
right to protest. This unconvincing explana- 
tion falls apart completely when one consid- 
ers that it was not just prior to, but during the 
riot that those responsible for directing the 
Guard were reluctant to use them. 

In a New York Times piece published 
on January 4, 2021, a different strategic 
calculus on the part of officials was re- 
vealed: There was fear in Washington that 
Donald Trump would use the Guard to in- 
terrupt election certification in a manner 
benefiting his political ambitions. It may 
have primarily been this anxiety, and not a 
central concern of “optics,” that prevented 
senior leaders from directing the National 
Guard to the Capitol. A comprehensive 
analysis of this question published on just- 
security.org, a national security blog, puts 
it bluntly: “Evidence is mounting that the 
most senior defense officials did not want 
to send troops to the Capitol because they 
harbored concerns that President Donald 


Trump might utilize the forces’ presence 
in an attempt to hold onto power.” 

It was not a spontaneously arising con- 
cern that Trump would use the National 
Guard in the transitional period, but rather, 
in what one of the strangest episodes from 
the period demonstrates, Washington had 
been long concerned about the contingen- 
cy of Trump using the National Guard to 
launch a military coup in the period sur- 
rounding election certification. 

Beginning in June 2020, the Transition 
Integrity Project gathered in Washington 
to “identify risks to a free, fair, and peace- 
ful 2020 election.” The project brought 
together more than 100 government offi- 
cials, academics, and media figures. Part 
of their endeavor involved “war games,” 
creating fictive scenarios in which Trump 
wins or loses, in addition to ambiguous 
outcomes resulting from too-close-to-call 
tallies. The war games accurately pre- 
dicted many elements of the post-Election 
Day social environment, such as vote to- 
tals being finalized well after the 3rd, with 
the authors even writing, “The concept 
of ‘election night’, is no longer accurate 
and indeed is dangerous.... The winner 
may not, and we assess likely will not, 
be known on ‘election night’ as officials 
count mail-in ballots.” 
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On the topic of Trump and the Insurrec- 
tion Act and National Guard, a point the 
document returned to more than once was 
speculation that “partisan actors (includ- 
ing President Trump himself) may seek to 
deploy law enforcement, national guard 
troops and potentially active duty military 
(under the Insurrection Act) to ‘restore 
order’ in a manner that primarily benefits 
one candidate, or to participate in efforts 
that interrupt the process to count ballots.” 

Clearly, concerns about the use of the 
National Guard on the 6th had long ex- 
tended beyond a question of pure “optics.” 

Whatever the motivation, the resolute 
refusal to use the Guard at the Capitol was 
a consequential and likely deadly choice. 
As the record makes evident, the lack of 
will to send reinforcements was delibera- 
tive and steadfast, even as the severity of 
the disaster was clear. 

Steven Sund asked the House Sergeant 
at Arms and Senate Sergeant at Arms to de- 
clare an emergency and call for use of the 
Guard at 12:58. This request was ignored. 
Sund is also on record requesting the Guard 


at 1:05, 1:28, 1:34, 1:39, 1:45, and 1:49. At 
2:12, rioters began to stream into the Capi- 
tol. Fourteen minutes later, Sund again re- 
quested Guard support, stating, “I am mak- 
ing urgent, urgent, immediate request for 
National Guard assistance.” At 2:42, Ashli 
Babbitt was fatally shot by Capitol Police. 

It was not until 3:04 that Secretary of 
Defense Christopher Miller authorized the 
use of the D.C. National Guard, though 
another half-hour passed before an opera- 
tional plan was finalized and approved. It 
was not until 5:20 p.m. that the first Guard 
troops arrived at the Capitol. 

Who was ultimately responsible for this 
failure? 

The Thompson/Cheney report declared 
that President Trump “had authority and re- 
sponsibility to direct deployment of the Na- 
tional Guard in the District of Columbia, but 
never gave any order to deploy the National 
Guard on January 6th or on any other day.” 

An investigative report by a handful of 
Republican lawmakers depicted the situa- 
tion differently, its authors revealing, “In 
the lead-up to the Joint Session, General 


i 


A botched response: House Sergeant at Arms Paul Irving (left) and U.S. Capitol Police Chief 
Steven Sund (right) were tasked with Capitol security on January 6. 
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Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and then-Army Secretary 
Ryan McCarthy restricted the process for 
approving changes to National Guard mis- 
sions, limiting the authority to approve 
such changes to ‘senior Pentagon leaders.”” 
This change, according to the GOP re- 
port, “led to delays in the National Guard’s 
response to the attack on the Capitol.” 


The Rise of the Capitol Police 

Without the National Guard, the force left 
to guard the Capitol on January 6 was the 
Capitol Police, a unique agency described 
as “secretive” by Politico. Its declared mis- 
sion is rather limited, and primarily con- 
cerned with guarding a handful of blocks 
surrounding the Capitol. Given its current 
funding allotment of $734.6 million (raised 
in December’s omnibus bill spending bo- 
nanza), it may represent the world’s most 
well-funded police force relative to the size 
of the area it is tasked with protecting. 

The Capitol Police was largely the sub- 
ject of an alternative report prepared on the 
topic of January 6, released within days of 
the Thompson/Cheney report. Prepared by 
Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) and four additional 
GOP congressmen, its primary interest 
was in determining why the Capitol was 
“unprepared” for unrest on the 6th, given 
that the USCP “had obtained sufficient 
information from an array of channels to 
anticipate and prepare for the violence 
that occurred.” 

The key findings of the report included 
the following: 

¢ House Sergeant at Arms Paul Irving 
“was compromised by politics and did 
not adequately prepare for violence at 
the Capitol.” Furthermore, Irving was 
accused of excluding Republicans from 
critical conversations related to the secu- 
rity of the Capitol. 

¢ Depicting the Capitol Police as under 
the sway of partisanship, the authors of 
the report determined that the speaker of 
the House and Democratic leaders were 
“closely involved in security decisions in 
the lead-up to and on January 6, 2021.” 

¢ The equipment and training provided 
to Capitol Police officers were inadequate 
to their challenge. Putting it bluntly, the 
authors of the report declared, “The USCP 
was set up to fail.” 

The report touched on another contro- 
versy explored more fully in a Politico ar- 
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A modern Praetorian Guard? Capitol Police funding has reached unprecedented heights, and 


GOP lawmakers have accumulated evidence of intimidation and bias. 


ticle from January 2022. Capitol Police had 
been launching background checks of con- 
stituents who meet with conservative law- 
makers. Even within the Capitol Police this 
tactic was controversial, as the reporters on 
the story found that “several” intelligence 
workers declared their concerns about this 
practice with supervisors. Analysts were 
even responsible for studying the real-es- 
tate and tax records of individuals whom 
GOP legislators met with outside of D.C. 

Congressman Troy Nehls (R-Texas) ac- 
cused Capitol Police of entering his office 
without authorization and photographing 
documents and a whiteboard. Capitol Po- 
lice accused him of being in possession 
of “suspicious writings,” which triggered 
the investigation of Nehls and his office. 
Investigations such as this appear to have 
been directed only at Republicans. 

Additionally, in 2021 the Capitol Police 
announced that they would be expanding 
their national footprint, establishing field 
offices in California and Florida. Accord- 
ing to the Los Angeles Times, their spokes- 
person stated that “other regional offices 
were expected.” 

This fast-growing force — perhaps the 
one police department Capitol Hill Dem- 
ocrats will unreservedly fund — is now 
planting roots throughout the country, as 
its growing intelligence division collects 
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information on American citizens despite 
bearing evidence of partisanship and bias. 


An Unresolved Legacy 

Arrests began during the events of January 
6, 2021 and have continued to the pres- 
ent day, according to the “Capitol Breach” 
cases page on the Justice Department’s 
website. According to Julie Kelly, arrests 
stemming from January 6 may drag on “for 
years,” with as many as 2,000 individuals 
ultimately facing criminal charges. From a 
legal perspective, the Capitol riot saga has 
barely begun, especially for the men and 
women who participated and whose lives 
have been forever changed by that day. 

Furthermore, the culture of voting 
in America, and political culture more 
broadly, may have been forever altered 
by the events of January 6, 2021. Just as 
Islamic worship was conflated with terror- 
istic sympathies in the post 9/11 era, those 
who questioned the legitimacy of elections 
in 2020 are accused of pushing “The Big 
Lie,” and are viewed by some as in rank 
with those who stormed the Capitol. 

The utility of 1/6 as a cudgel against 
oversight was apparent in a New York Times 
article from December 26, 2022. Titled 
“Democrats, Feeling New Strength, Plan 
to Go on Offense on Voting Rights,” it de- 
tailed plans from Democrats such as “‘put- 
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ting forward a long list of proposals that in- 
clude creating automatic voter registration 
systems, preregistering teenagers to vote 
before they turn 18, returning the franchise 
to felons released from prison and crimi- 
nalizing election misinformation.” 

The mandate for this wide-reaching push 
can be found in the last paragraph of the 
piece, in which Katie Hobbs, the governor- 
elect of Arizona (and whose race in 2022 
was marred by irregularities), declared 
a lack of optimism of finding common 
ground with Republicans, stating, “These 
people are claiming fraud when there is 
none, these people mounted an insurrection 
on the Capitol, they’re the ones who have 
broken the trust.... You can’t coddle these 
people that have been misled by the people 
they have upheld as leaders.” 

Before we allow the emotions sur- 
rounding January 6 to usher us into a new 
political paradigm, the American public 
should seek to adopt a shared understand- 
ing of what occurred on the 6th. To do so, 
a number of outstanding questions still 
need to be answered, including: 

¢ Why did Ray Epps declare to The New 
York Times that he traveled from Arizona 
to D.C. to see the president speak, if rath- 
er than watching the president at The El- 
lipse, he appeared with the vanguard of the 
breach? Why did the FBI take Ray Epps 
off its Most Wanted list? Why, given that 
Ray Epps sent a text message in which he 
stated “I also orchestrated it,” has he not 
been charged with any crime? 

¢ Will the public be permitted to view 
the roughly 14,000 hours of surveillance 
video captured by Capitol Police security 
cameras on January 6 deemed “extremely 
sensitive information”? 

¢ Why did Capitol Police let protesters 
into the building? Who left pipe bombs at 
the DNC and RNC? 

These questions are complex and disturb- 
ing. A question that is easier to answer is, 
“Who benefits from the events of January 
6?” The Trump movement did not. A federal 
government that has long been eager to end 
Trump’s political ambitions clearly did. 

In the elections of 2022, the House was 
retaken by the Republicans, who now have 
an opportunity to get to the bottom of these 
questions, in addition to many others. 

Perhaps the most critical open question, 
two years after the events of January 6, 
2021, is whether or not they will. HH 
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Fighting for 
Fair Elections 


Irregularities in the 2022 
midterm elections show that 
much work still needs to be 
done to restore honest elections 
and public confidence in the 
system. (January 30, 2023) 
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Enemies of the State 


MAGA supporters, parents who protest at school- 


board meetings, pro-life activists, etc., are fast 


becoming enemies of the state in the eyes of their 


own government. 


February 13, 2023) TNA230213 
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The UN’s New 
World Religion 


The UN’s climate agenda 
threatens not only nationhood 
and freedom but also religion. 
The latter, on full display at the 
climate conference in Egypt, 
should alarm all people of faith. 
(January 16, 2023) TNA230116 


What Happened to 
the Red Wave? 


According to both liberal 
Democrats and neoconser- 
vative Republicans , MAGA is 
to blame for the disappointing 
midterm election results. But 
the truth is very different. 
(December 12,2022) TNA221212 


Imposing the 
New World Order 


Biden’s pursuit of a 
“new world order” did 
not originate with him, 
but has been the goal of 
globalists for generations. 
And now this goal is close to 
fruition. (August 15, 2022) 
TNA220815 


Article V 
Convention: Will It 
Work? 


America has not had a 
Constitutional Convention 
since 1787. The result 
then was a blessing. But 
holding a new convention 
today could end up being 
disastrous for the nation. 
(July 11, 2022) TNA220711 
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The new Republican-controlled House is off to a promising start, thanks to the 
efforts of the Freedom Caucus. But will it last 


by Steve Bonta 


ith the 118th Congress officially 
sworn in, the new House GOP 
majority’s ambitious agenda 


has been unfolding at a rapid pace. The 
first action item was to vote in a sweeping 
set of rules changes by which the House 
will limit its own powers and carry out 
its agenda while remaining responsive to 
the people. Included in the rules changes 
are many overdue reforms, including re- 
quiring a 72-hour period for reading bills, 
replacing the practice of gargantuan omni- 
bus spending bills with 12 discrete pieces 
of legislation for covering the required 
spending, and a restoration of the old 
rule — jettisoned by Democrats in 2019 
— permitting any member of the major- 
ity party of the House to propose a “mo- 
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tion to vacate” the speaker’s chair, which 
would trigger a full House vote on whether 
or not to retain the speaker. (The threat of 
this motion was used by the GOP in 2015 
to force the ouster of unpopular RINO 
Speaker John Boehner.) 

Additional alterations entailed by the 
rules changes include House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy’s pledge to give three out 
of the total nine GOP seats on the Rules 
Committee to Freedom Caucus members, 
as well as the scheduling of a vote to es- 
tablish a special new subcommittee of the 
Judiciary Committee with the mandate to 
investigate misuse of power by the execu- 
tive branch, including abuses perpetrated 
by the FBI and the DOJ against political 
opponents. This committee, long overdue, 
would be a necessary corrective to the ex- 
ecutive abuse of investigative and prose- 
cutory power for political motives that has 
become routine since 9/11. Before that in- 
famous date, it was generally understood 


that the FBI and CIA were not to surveil 
and harass American citizens, thanks in 
no small measure to the work of the Sen- 
ate’s “Church Committee” of the 1970s. 
Even then, the Church Committee failed to 
prove the extensive connections between 
the CIA and the American media, and in 
general fell far short of truly exposing the 
Deep State as then constituted. 

The new House committee appears to 
have a much broader writ of authority, 
although we can certainly expect Deep 
Staters in the DOJ, the FBI, and the Biden 
administration to continue the long tra- 
dition of stonewalling, intimidation, and 
coverup. As for the Judiciary Committee 
itself, its new chair is Ohio Representative 
Jim Jordan, one of the staunchest constitu- 
tionalists and most outspoken members of 
the House Freedom Caucus. 

Other early positive signs include the 
creation (with rare bipartisan support) of 
a committee to investigate the influence of 
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Changing his tune: New Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy has an uneven voting history as 
a representative, and tried to replace many Freedom Caucus members with RINOs during last 
year’s primaries. So far, the new speaker has kept a number of promises made to those who 
opposed his candidacy. But time will tell if McCarthy has really made a course correction. 


the Chinese Communist Party in the United 
States, and a promised vote to defund the 
IRS. All of these, and more besides, must 
be reckoned as positive developments. 

However, given the pragmatic realities 
right now — the inevitable influence of 
RINOs within the House Republican cau- 
cus coupled with continued Democratic 
control of both the Senate and the White 
House — we should not have unrealistic 
expectations. If the GOP can maintain 
unity in the face of ridicule, threats, and 
slander — and that’s a big “if” — the 
House does have the power to simply de- 
fund, by refusing to fund, a wide range 
of obnoxious federal agencies, certainly 
including the IRS. Also critical will be 
the House’s power to investigate Hunter 
Biden, the Russia collusion hoax, the raid 
on Mar-a-Lago, the January 6 Committee, 
and numerous other episodes of Demo- 
cratic corruption that have been ignored 
and covered up. 

All of this is happening despite the fail- 
ure of the widely anticipated “red wave” 
that was supposed to reduce the Demo- 
crats to rump party status in reaction to the 
pathetic maladministration of the Biden 
administration. Instead, the GOP literally 
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flipped the House, securing precisely the 
narrow majority that the Democrats en- 
joyed in the 117th Congress. However, the 
complexion of the new Congress, along- 
side that of its immediate predecessor, re- 
veals a very large number of principled, 
reliable constitutionalists and partisans of 
individual liberty — far more than was 
the case a decade or two ago. According 
to The New American ’s biannual Freedom 
Index, the 117th Congress included a total 
of 25 representatives with a cumulative 
score of 90 percent or better, with four 
achieving a perfect 100 percent over the 
last two years. Many of these were part of 
the anti-McCarthy 20 representatives who 
repeatedly blocked his confirmation. And 
a number of the 20 were freshmen with 
no voting record, who bid fair to swell the 
ranks of the Freedom Caucus and pad the 
percentages of the Freedom Index. 
Where did so many exceptional con- 
gressmen come from? They were all voted 
into office by a well-informed electorate, 
whose voters in some cases were bucking 
the GOP RINO establishment by support- 
ing candidates that the establishment had 
tried to sabotage. This is a genuinely new 
development, at least within living mem- 


ory. It is the fruit of many years of patient 
educational efforts at the grassroots level, 
bringing back a more general understand- 
ing of our Constitution and the type of 
government it undergirds. The couple 
dozen stalwarts already in Congress were 
sufficient to wring enormous concessions 
from McCarthy — something they would 
not have had the leverage to do in the wake 
of a genuine red wave that might have left 
a much-larger Republican majority able to 
nullify the impact of a handful of Freedom 
Caucus stalwarts. 

We are still a long way from genuine, 
lasting reform in the direction of consti- 
tutionally limited government and greater 
individual freedom. But it must be borne 
in mind that, just as we did not get into 
this mess overnight, so too it will take 
time to undo the damage of generations 
of maladministration. However, such a 
spectacle as we have seen in this new year 
— ofa significant number of genuine con- 
stitutionalists holding the entire House to 
account — would have been unthinkable 
20 years ago. After years of grassroots 
education, a better-informed electorate is 
now electing better-informed representa- 
tives, at least in some parts of the country. 
And if 20 such representatives can achieve 
the previously unthinkable, imagine what 
100 or 200 will be able to achieve in the 
not-too-distant future. 

This state of affairs is vindication for 
the long-term strategy of The John Birch 
Society, for which “education is our only 
strategy, and truth is our only weapon,” 
to educate the electorate and watch them 
elect more principled leadership. This 
strategy is slow and requires great pa- 
tience, but will yield far better, more last- 
ing results than any quick-fix gambit such 
as a constitutional convention could ever 
hope to achieve. A modern-day con-con, 
in point of fact, would present a terrible 
threat to our liberties and would almost 
certainly leave us with an irremediably 
maimed Constitution. But an educated 
electorate can be relied upon to elect edu- 
cated leaders grounded in constitutional- 
ist principles — and, failing that, to hold 
the feet of those who do get elected to the 
fire. A government composed of a major- 
ity of such leaders would be an unparal- 
leled blessing. And while we are not there 
yet, we certainly appear to be headed in 
the right direction. 
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SNATCHING VICTORY FROM THE JAWS OF DEFEAT: 
ONE WOMAN'S QUEST TO SAVE OUR REPUBLIC 


by Rebecca Terrell 


f you passed Janice Daniels on the 
I street in her hometown of Troy, 

Michigan, you would think she 
was just another average American, and 
she would likely agree. A real-estate 
agent by trade and a mother by calling, 
she is nonetheless a die-hard constitu- 
tionalist who was once thrust into the 
national spotlight because of her strict 
adherence to godly principles. 

More than a decade ago, Daniels was 
mayor-elect of Troy when MSNBC’s 
Keith Olbermann labeled her the “‘Sec- 
ond-worst Person in the World” — sec- 
ond only to Adolf Hitler. He warned, 
“Her odds of completing two months 
in office are declining.” The prediction 
was slightly off on timing, but evoca- 
tively prescient. 

Daniels’ term began in January of 
2012. “That was a very interesting time 
in my life,” she told The New American. 
“T had always been interested in political 
theory and issues, but I never wanted to be in office.” 

However, three years earlier her radical mayor and leftist 
city council were trying to pass a tax increase using what she 
described as scare tactics. “They were going to shut down 
our library, fire police officers, close the nature center and 
historical museum, and we were supposedly going to lose our 
bond rating.” 

Thanks to one conservative on the council, local grassroots 
activists knew the true (stable) financial situation. Daniels ac- 
companied a group of them to a city council meeting to pro- 
vide moral support, and unexpectedly ended up speaking dur- 
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Patriotic vigilance: Janice Daniels won the 
November 2011 election for mayor of Troy, 
Michigan. For her defense of traditional marriage 
and the rule of law, opponents ousted her in a recall 
election the following November. 


ing open forum. She called out council 
members for their deceptive tactics. 

Locals admired her courage and de- 
termination, and they asked her to be 
one of their regular spokesmen at city 
council meetings. She accepted. 

Officials eventually passed the tax 
increase after three ballot attempts, but 
Daniels’ reputation as a government 
watchdog made her the clear choice to 
tun against the leftist mayor in the next 
election. A hard-fought campaign land- 
ed her the win, to the shock and chagrin 
of opponents. 

“One woman was heard saying, ‘We 
will get rid of her as soon as we can,’ at 
my swearing-in ceremony,” Daniels re- 
calls. “They already hated me because I 
had been effective as a speaker against 
the tax increase.” 

Indeed, they had launched their as- 
sault even before inauguration day, dig- 
ging up fodder on her Facebook page 
for a smear campaign. “Unfortunately, 
four months before I decided to run for 
mayor, the New York legislature had just legalized same-sex mar- 
riage. I was up late and feeling snarky, so I posted a message that 
said, ‘I guess I have to throw away my I Love New York carrying 
bag now that queers can get married there.’” 

Media pounced, and the story made national headlines. Riding 
the wave of celebrity, teens at Troy High School who had formed 
a Gay-Straight Alliance requested a meeting, during which they 
pressed Daniels to speak at one of their upcoming events. Her 
response was gracious but steadfast: “If I do, I’m not sure that any 
of you will be satisfied.... I will bring in psychiatrists who will 
tell you that the homosexual lifestyle is dangerous.” 

That comment added fuel to the fiery public campaign to de- 
mand her resignation, which quickly morphed into a “Recall 
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Mayor Daniels” petition drive. “They 
wanted me to change my mind. They 
wanted me to march in their parade, and 
I would not bend because I can’t. I love 
God, and I love the Bible. I love the family 
that God has created: man, woman, child.” 

But her moral stand against sodomy 
was not the only issue stirring the lib- 
eral hornet’s nest. “I wanted to recon- 
figure things so that the people tell the 
government what to do, instead of the 
other way around. The hierarchy is sup- 
posed to be God, then man, then govern- 
ment. Everything I did was with an eye 
for liberty.” 

So naturally she opposed accepting a 
multimillion-dollar federal grant to build 
a transit center in Troy, a city which she 
says has an infrastructure incapable of 
supporting such a project. Nor did she 
think it needed a fast train to Chicago. 

Moreover, at least a year before her 
election, the city became embroiled in a 
lawsuit about ownership of the land in- 
tended for the transit center. Against her 
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wishes as mayor and professional counsel 
as a real-estate agent, Troy proceeded to 
build the $7 million center, and then lost 
the lawsuit, adding an additional $4 mil- 
lion to the cost of the boondoggle. 

Today it is located behind a shopping 
center, with no direct access to the stores 
and hidden from public view, says Dan- 
iels. “It looks like a prison — stark and 
gray,” besides being poorly built. “I vis- 
ited the center one cold afternoon recently 
and saw that the lobby was being used as 
a hangout for homeless people. A friend of 
mine told me I should get a bumper sticker 
that says, ‘I told you so.” 

She can joke about it now. But at the 
time it was very serious, and her enemies 
used it against her. In a position paper she 
wrote on the topic while still in office, 
Daniels expressed no confidence in the 
city manager and referred to the Troy City 
Charter as a “whimsical document,” sub- 
ject to the vagaries of whoever happens 
to be in charge at any given time. (Inci- 
dentally, that was her reason for refusing 
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Transit boondoggle: Once leftist opponents succeeded in ousting Troy, Michigan, Mayor Janice 


Daniels, the city accepted a federal grant to build this transit center, which she opposed. It has 


since cost the city millions. 
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to swear support of it at her inauguration, 
instead swearing an oath to uphold the 
U.S. Constitution and the Michigan State 
Constitution.) 

Predictably, media framed her as a 
homophobic embarrassment who had at- 
tacked city management, held the charter 
in contempt, and tried to stonewall feder- 
al grant money. She was called a moron, 
a troublemaker, and was even accused 
of stealing recall campaign signs. “If I 
didn’t know me, and I only read what 
the media said about me for a solid year, 
I wouldn’t have liked me either,” stated 
Daniels. 

Her rivals won the recall election 12 
months after her original campaign vic- 
tory. The matter should have been settled 
in a special election, but Daniels noticed 
that the city attorney stalled just long 
enough to place the issue on the No- 
vember ballot, which included Obama’s 
second presidential run. “There was also 
a school tax increase on that ballot, and 
they knew liberal voters would show up. 
They would have a better chance at de- 
feating me,” she said. A mere 52 percent 
majority ousted her from office. 

It’s important to note that none of the 
recall arguments against her dealt with 
illegal or corrupt behavior. In fact, if 
she had broken the law, she could have 
been removed from office without a re- 
call election. As Michigan radio com- 
mentator Charles Brown pointed out at 
the time, there was no analogous action 
against the mayors of San Francisco (Ed 
Lee), Chicago (Rahm Emanuel), or Bos- 
ton (Tom Menino) for illicitly threaten- 
ing to block Chick-fil-A franchise open- 
ings after company president Dan Cathy 
expressed his support of traditional mar- 
riage on a nationally syndicated radio 
program. The leftist agenda was duplici- 
tous and bald-faced. 

Following her unjust defeat, Daniels 
says, “I was devastated. I was so unhap- 
py.” She had “truly loved being the mayor 
of Troy,” finding the role “interesting, ful- 
filling, and challenging.” She considered 
herself an ambassador for the city and reg- 
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ularly walked residential streets, 
knocking on doors to get input 
from private citizens. A camera 
crew from the Detroit Free Press 
accompanied her on one such out- 
ing, planning a story promoting her 
excellence in public service. That 
was before her Facebook com- 
ment hit headlines. Afterwards, the 
“feel-good story” never made it to 
print, and a year of character assas- 
sination and abuse began. 

After her recall, she felt para- 
noid to be in public, wondering 
what people around her were 
thinking. “For two years I hiber- 
nated. And then I said to myself, 
‘If you don’t get back out there 
and use your God-given talents 
to fight the big-government push, 
they’ve really won.’ And here I 
am today, stronger than ever be- 
cause I have knowledge of what 
it’s like on the inside.” 

Now she immerses herself in 
work as a member of The John 
Birch Society (JBS), because in 
her opinion it is the only national 
organization that shares her un- 
wavering dedication to godly, 
constitutional government. The 
statewide grassroots group Michi- 


Speaking frankly: Janice Dani 
Lindell’s Frank Speech broadcasts to alert Americans about 
globalist plans to subvert our constitutionally protected 
freedoms. 
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which they established to find out 
the truth of what happened in the 
2020 election. 

“We discovered that our quali- 
fied voter files were being ma- 
nipulated at the secretary of state 
level,” she relates. “Several of us 
went to Republican State Senator 
Ed McBroom’s office. He’s the 
guy that chaired the committee 
that wrote the report that really 
crippled our ability to get a foren- 
sic audit.” 

Published in June 2021, the 
Oversight Committee’s Report on 
the November 2020 Election in 
Michigan asserted that the election 
was “accurately represented by the 
certified and audited results.” In his 
press release announcing the find- 
ings, Senator McBroom added, “If 
genuine issues arise from continued 
investigation, I will not hesitate to 
ask the committee to consider rec- 
ommending an audit or amending 
this report in the future.” 

It was an empty promise, for 
when Daniels and her fellow inves- 
tigators presented him with proof 
of their claims, “he sat there and 
stared at us,” she remembers. “He 
did not want to hear it.” Nor did he 
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gan Conservative Union (MCU) 
likewise espouses that platform, 
led by JBS member Linda Wildern. The 
two ladies travel the state warning fellow 
citizens about the dangers of an Article V 
Convention, whereby enemies of the U.S. 
Constitution propose to replace it with 
godless, tyrannical government. 

“These men and women shouldn’t be 
able to change the Constitution, as if ex- 
isting law doesn’t mean anything,” notes 
Daniels. By following the Constitution as 
it was originally written “we would have a 
much better government and the individu- 
al liberty that God wants us to have. That’s 
exactly what the Constitution is written to 
do: rein in the government!” 

The anti-Article V Convention issue 
is one of several legislative agenda items 
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that Daniels has established for MCU, tak- 
ing most of her cues from “the JBS tem- 
plate.” These include defense of the Sec- 
ond Amendment, support of an “education 
exodus” from public schools, reining in the 
federal government to its proper constitu- 
tional bounds, and judicial accountability. 
Mike Lindell’s Frank Speech website fea- 
tures some of the compelling videos that 
Daniels and her associate Jody White have 
recorded about these issues. 

Election integrity is an ongoing issue 
as well, crucial because of the threat 
that stolen elections pose to the Con- 
stitution. A couple of years ago Daniels 
was one of three co-founders of Michi- 
gan’s Election Integrity Fund and Force, 


follow up. 

Daniels also met with the chair of 
the Elections and Ethics Committee in the 
Michigan State House, Republican Ann 
Bollin. She showed Bollin the same evi- 
dence and asked, “Are you going to help 
me do anything? Are you going to get us 
a House hearing so that people can under- 
stand what’s happening?” 

“No, I’m not looking back,” came 
Bollin’s canned response. “I’m looking 
forward.” 

Daniels finds it interesting that Mc- 
Broom and Bollin both solidly won their 
midterm reelections in a state where media 
gloat that the anticipated red wave gave 
way to a blue tsunami. “They don’t want 
to find election fraud, maybe because they 
benefit from it,” posits Daniels. “When 
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Orwellian choice: The World Economic Forum calls Detroit, Michigan, a ‘ 


‘model for more 
inclusive and sustainable urban development,” though crime, poverty, and urban blight have 
reached catastrophic proportions. 


make it one of the most dangerous cities 
in the world, and economic decline ush- 
ered in the largest municipal bankruptcy 
in U.S. history, according to World Popu- 
lation Review. 

Many credit 60 years of Democratic 
leadership for Detroit’s disastrous résu- 
mé, but it is also probably what makes 
the city so attractive to WEF. After all, 
“urban transformation” and “sustain- 
able development” are code words for 
depopulation, poverty, and government 
seizure of private property on the pretext 
of saving Mother Earth from man-made 
climate change. 

Such globalist plans are clearly delin- 
eated in Agenda 2030, a document adopted 
unanimously in 2015 by UN member states 
and promoted by WEF. It contains 17 “sus- 
tainable development” goals that embody 
a “universal ... supremely ambitious and 
transformational vision” of “unprecedent- 
ed scope and significance.” 

The scheme involves dictatorial con- 
trol over every aspect of life, or, as WEF 
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you’re not willing to have an investigation, is it any wonder that 
people suspect you’re benefiting from it?” 

She sees election fraud handing her state over to globalists 
who seek to undermine the Constitution and replace it with 
tyrannical world government. “The globalists have had their 
eye on Michigan for a very long time,” she warns. “I have 
long been saying we are a target, and we’re seeing that come 
to fruition now. Our governor is a hard-core leftist, as are 
the attorney general and secretary of state. We now have a 
majority Democrat legislature, and the judiciary is majority 
Democrat.” 

That sea of blue has sent up a red flag that Daniels says 
“scares the heck out of me”: Detroit’s new Global Centre for 
Urban Transformation, established by Klaus Schwab’s World 
Economic Forum (WEF). As the site of the organization’s inter- 
national headquarters, Detroit is intended to provide “a model 
for more inclusive and sustainable urban development,” accord- 
ing to WEF’s website. 

Detroit — where population has been in steep decline for 
more than 60 years, the poverty rate is greater than 33 percent, 
urban blight disfigures the metropolitan area, record crime rates 
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promises in its video 8 Predictions for 
the World in 2030: “You'll own nothing. 
And you’ll be happy.” 

Like any freedom-loving American, Daniels sees that as the 
description of a hellish dystopia, diametrically opposed to the 
nation she loves, which acknowledges God-given rights pro- 
tected from government intrusion by the U.S. Constitution. 

“If we educate enough of the American people about the 
strength of God, of the Constitution, of the foundations of 
this country, we will have a renaissance,” she says. Hers is the 
same vision of Robert Welch and the reason he founded The 
John Birch Society more than 60 years ago. 

It is Birch members such as Daniels who carry the torch he 
first lit, so her current work is even more important to the preser- 
vation of Americans’ liberties than was her brief mayoral career. 
Even so, how blessed the country would be if more elected of- 
ficials espoused her dedication to virtue and just law. 

Since we need more like her, would she perhaps ever think 
about running again? 

“The only way I would ever run for public office again would 
be if the constitutionally protected ‘free press’ were compelled 
to be a ‘fair press,” Daniels quips. “I don’t see that happening 
any time soon, so the short answer is No.” 
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“Dennis Behreandt’s End Game makes a 
compelling, fact-based case that the COVID 
lockdowns and mandates set the stage for 

what either will be a Great Reset that will use 
modern technology to complete our slide into 
totalitarianism or a (peaceful) revolt against our 
ruling class that will lead to a Great Restoration 
of our Constitutional Republic.” 


— Ron Paul, former congressman 
and presidential candidate 
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Strangers Salvage 
Nine-year-old Boy’s 
Sad Birthday 


Nine-year-old Jaydenn of West Valley, 
Utah, was brokenhearted when no one 
showed up for his birthday party, but 
strangers came through for him and helped 
to make his birthday a little brighter. 

Jaydenn’s mother, Rosario Lopez, sent 
out birthday invitations to Jaydenn’s family 
and friends in early December for his New 
Year’s Eve birthday. In spite of the early 
notice, no one showed up for the party. 

A sad photo captured by Lopez shows 
Jaydenn sitting alone with his birthday cake. 

According to Lopez, Jaydenn was sad 
and tearfully told his mother, “I guess I’m 
going to have to get used to this.” 

“Obviously as a mom it breaks your 
heart,” Lopez told KUTV. “You try to do 
what you can for them; run that extra mile. 
So I went on Facebook and posted about 
what happened.” 

Lopez expected her post in the Kearns 
Township, Utah, group to receive some 
“Happy Birthday” comments that she 
could share with Jaydenn and bolster his 
spirits. What happened instead was com- 
pletely unexpected. 

Strangers asked for Jaydenn’s ad- 
dress and mailed or dropped off gifts for 
him. Others used Venmo and DoorDash 
throughout the entire weekend to send 
food, clothes, and toys. 

“To be honest, I cried. I wasn’t expect- 
ing that at all. There are good people out 
there,” Jaydenn’s mother said. 

Lopez’s post was also flooded with kind 
comments from well-wishers. 

“IT get the pain point my birthday is 
12/26, and most years nobody shows up if 
I try to do something for my birthday with 
Christmas. Sending all the wonderfully 
birthday wishes!! Love the blue, and he 
looks very dapper,” said one poster. 

Another user invited Jaydenn and his 
family to their child’s birthday party. 

Lopez expressed her deepest gratitude 
to the strangers who helped make her son’s 
birthday special. 

“T just can’t say how grateful I am; truly 
we are so grateful from the bottom of our 
hearts,” she told KUTV. 
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THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Happy New Year 


When Steve Winick’s Carvel ice cream 
shop in Westwood, California, was looted 
and vandalized on New Year’s Eve, a good 
Samaritan stepped in to help start 2023 off 
on a more positive note. 

Winick was devastated. Five of his 
seven windows were shattered, accord- 
ing to Fox 11, and his cash register, which 
held less than $200 at the time, was stolen. 

The store once had cameras that could 
have provided valuable information relat- 
ed to the crime, but the landlord recently 
removed them and failed to replace them. 

And while Winick has insurance to 
help in the aftermath of the incident, he 
needs to pay a $5,000 deductible. He set 
up a GoFundMe in the hopes of raising 
the funds. 

One day after Winick’s story appeared 
on Fox 11, a viewer who works for a 
window company offered his services to 
help. 

Armando Chavez, who works for Cus- 
tom Glass Fabrication in Paramount, 
California, showed up at Winick’s shop 
to get started on the repairs. He removed 
the glass and took measurements for the 
replacement windows. 

“I feel bad for [Winick] over here at 
the ice cream place,” Chavez told Fox 11. 
“He’s got a small business here [on] Santa 
Monica [Blvd.], and it’s rough. It’s hard 
enough, you know, to make [a] living now, 
and then [the burglars] break into his place, 
doing more damage than what they get.” 

According to Winick’s GoFundMe, 
business was already a bit tough during 
this time of year, so the extra expense was 
a heavy burden. 

But thanks to Chavez’ efforts and kind 
gesture, the windows were replaced by 
Tuesday, January 3. 


Right Place, Right Time 


Pedro Perez was driving home on De- 
cember 27 when he spotted a police of- 
ficer struggling with an armed robbery 
suspect, Joseph Gonzalez, in Spring- 
field, Massachusetts. Perez immediately 
jumped out of his vehicle and attempted 
to help the officer restrain Gonzalez, 
who managed to grab the officer’s fire- 


arm just as a second officer appeared on 
the scene. 

The three men tussled with Gonzalez, 
who fired two rounds in the process, one 
of which hit his own hand; the other hit 
Perez’s truck. Eventually, they were able to 
remove the firearm from Gonzalez’ hand, 
and he was placed under arrest. 

The Springfield Police Department be- 
lieves Perez’ actions may have saved the 
life of the officers in distress. 

Springfield Police Superintendent 
Cheryl Clapprood said in a Facebook 
statement, “Without the help of Mr. Perez 
there undoubtedly would have been a 
much different outcome to this incident. 
His actions in all likelihood saved the 
lives of two Springfield Police Officers. 
This dangerous suspect had zero regard 
for anyone’s livelihood and my officers 
involved put their lives on the line to pre- 
vent this individual from causing any ad- 
ditional harm. These officers displayed a 
degree of professionalism and bravery that 
their families, our fellow officers and the 
residents of the city they serve should be 
extremely proud of.” 

Perez also received kudos from Spring- 
field Mayor Domenic Sarno, who said 
Perez was a “Good Samaritan” who was 
“in the right place at the right time.” 

“Once again, we see that these crimi- 
nals have little to no regard for the safety 
or lives of our residents or our brave and 
dedicated police officers,” Sarno said. “If 
this suspect was successful in wrestling 
the officers service pistol and if Mr. Perez 
wasn’t there to assist, I have no doubts that 
this violent criminal suspect would have 
taken the lives of our officers and anyone 
else that was in his way.” 

Sarno was especially moved by Perez’ 
humility in spite of what he did. 

“When I called Mr. Perez to thank him, 
he simply and humbly stated this was the 
way he was brought up to help those in 
need,” Sarno said. 

Perez’s good deed moved local business 
owners to offer him their services. Accord- 
ing to Yahoo!, Mastroianni’s Auto Body 
has offered to fix the damage to Perez’s 
truck for free and provide him with trans- 
portation until the job is finished. Mi 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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~~ RAST AND PERSPECTIV 


THE REAL MESSAGE 
IN THE GREAT SEAL 


OF THE 


UNITED 


STATE 


Though the Great Seal is very 
familiar, how many of us are 
familiar with its origins? 


by John F. McManus 


ine weeks before America’s courageous Founding 
N Fathers mutually pledged their lives, fortunes, and 

sacred honor by signing the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, a less auspicious but equally momentous event 
took place in far-away Bavaria. May 1, 1776 marked the 
launch of a conspiratorial organization known as the Ba- 
varian [luminati. Its founder, a college professor named 
Adam Weishaupt, was first a student and then a teacher at 
the Jesuit-run University of Ingolstadt. 

Weishaupt had spent much of the previous five years for- 
mulating the structure and goals of a plot targeting all of 
mankind, an ambitious scheme designed to overturn civili- 
zation and plunge the entire world into tyranny. To this day 
the birth of the Illuminati on May 1 is commemorated by 
communists and socialists alike as “May Day.” 

Despite Weishaupt’s affiliation with the Jesuits, his new 
organization had no religious foundation. In fact, it held both 
religion and established government in contempt. In his 1798 
exposé of Weishaupt’s cabal, the French Jesuit Augustin Bar- 
ruel paraphrased the insurrectionist’s perverse intent: 


What these men have done for the Altar and the Throne 
(said he to himself) why would not I do in opposition 
to the Altar and the Throne?... Why may not I destroy 


John F- McManus is president emeritus of The John Birch Society and 
former publisher of The New American. 
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under the cover of darkness, what 
they edified in broad day? What 
Christ even did for God and for Cae- 
sar, why shall not I do against God 
and Caesar, by means of adepts now 
become my apostles? 


Indeed, Weishaupt began welcom- 
ing ambitious self-servers, who were 
shown the meanings of the symbols 
and slogans he had selected for them. 
He chose a pyramid to depict the hi- 
erarchical organization; the decreasing 
number of stones rising from base to 
top represents initiates who enter and 
are gradually either promoted or weed- 
ed out. An all-seeing eye at the top 
stands for an all-knowing leader with 
unlimited power over subordinates. 
Weishaupt’s chief deputies, having 
committed themselves to the pact’s 
sinister goals, recruited individuals 
who at first had little or no inkling 
of the Illuminati’s agenda but were 
gradually introduced to it. Those 
who harbored reluctance were ig- 
nored in favor of more eager and 


Spark of subversion: Adam Weishaupt aband 
religion and morality early in life to found a secret 
society, the Bavarian Illuminati, which would 
support his conflicts with the Catholic Church and 
governments of Europe. 


x 


oned 


promising apprentices. Already- 
flourishing Freemasonic lodges in 
France, Germany, and Italy became the 
most fruitful recruiting grounds for the 
new organization. 

The Illuminati expanded so swiftly 
that they were able to spark the disastrous 
French Revolution in 1789, from which 
that unfortunate country has never fully 
recovered. After France’s turmoil had 
done so much damage, Barruel published 
his 1798 exposé, Memoirs Illustrating 
the History of Jacobinism, the latter term 
being used in France to refer to Illumi- 
nists. At the same time, but unbeknownst 
to Barruel, Britain’s highly respected Pro- 
fessor John Robison broadcast results of 
his own research in the book Proofs of a 
Conspiracy Against All the Religions and 
Governments of Europe, Carried On in the 
Secret Meetings of Freemasons, Iluminati 
and Reading Societies. 

These books contain much of what is 
known about the Illuminist plot. Its goals 
seek worldwide destruction of the six 
main pillars of any healthy nation: ordered 
government, private property, inheritance, 
patriotism, religion/morality, and the fam- 
ily (including marriage and the education 
of children). When George Washington 
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was given a copy of Robison’s work, he 
thanked his Maryland benefactor for the 
gift and indicated his own deep awareness 
of the IIluminati’s presence in America. 

Our nation’s first president was already 
familiar with the Illuminati plotters and their 
penetration of the infant United States, hav- 
ing sent troops to put down Pennsylvania’s 
Whiskey Rebellion in 1794. When they 
arrived in Harrisburg, they found French 
flags flying over the courthouse, a link to 
the godless revolution in that country. In 
a letter about it to Henry Lee, Washington 
wrote, “I consider this insurrection as the 
first formidable fruit of the Democratic So- 
cieties,” which was one term by which II- 
luminists were known in the United States. 

His contemporary government leaders 
also warned of dangers posed by these im- 
pious rebels. “I suspect that the Jacobins 
are still more numerous, more desperate, 
and more active in this country than is 
generally supposed,” wrote John Jay, our 
nation’s first chief justice, in a 1799 letter 
to Boston preacher Jedidiah Morse. 

He wrote “still more numerous” be- 
cause Iluminists had been active since 
Colonial times, even at the top echelons 


of government. Their fingerprints could 
be seen in the crafting of the Great Seal 
of the United States. 


Design of the Great Seal 

In 1777 the Continental Congress ap- 
pointed a committee to design a national 
seal. Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, 
and Thomas Jefferson were its first 
members. The three turned to Philadel- 
phia resident Pierre Eugene DuSimitiere, 
a portrait painter and authority in heral- 
dic arts. 

Four of his suggestions would eventu- 
ally be accepted. These were the Roman 
numerals signifying 1776, the shield, the 
phrase E Pluribus Unum (“out of many, 
one”), and the all-seeing eye. However, 
no firm decisions were made, and the 
committee’s work fizzled. 

A second committee, formed in 1780, 
had for its leader Francis Hopkinson. 

He recommended the shield appearing 

on the obverse (front) side of the Seal 

along with an eagle holding in one of its 
talons an olive branch, signifying peace. 

Its other talon holds a sheaf of arrows, 

depicting war. The eagle’s head is turned 
toward the olive branch, indicating a 
preference for peace. 

Hopkinson also suggested the Illumi- 
nati’s all-seeing eye atop the unfinished 
pyramid. His plan, however, never re- 
ceived full approval, and that committee 
was dissolved. 

After the adoption of the U.S. Consti- 
tution in 1787, the new Congress finally 
gave the project to a third committee, 
led jointly by artist William Barton and 
Charles Thomson, the secretary of Con- 
gress. The latter approved the plan to cre- 
ate a two-sided seal, a departure from the 
popular custom among nations to have 
seals with only one side. 


The Great Seal’s Messaging 
Thomson retained the [luminist pyramid 
topped with the all-seeing eye. Roman 
numerals at the pyramid’s base indicate 
1776, the Illuminati’s founding year as 
well as the year U.S. independence was 
declared. Thomson also suggested the 
two phrases appearing above and under 
the pyramid. 

The phrase Annuit Coeptis (“He has 
favored our undertaking’) flanks the all- 
seeing eye. Defenders of the Seal both 
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then and now insist that the “He” refers to 
Almighty God, while opponents believe it 
to be a reference to some figure from the 
occult world, possibly even Satan. 

On a scroll beneath the pyramid appear 
the words Novus Ordo Seclorum, another 
Latin phrase whose strict English trans- 
lation is “New Order of the Ages.” It is 
more commonly translated as “New World 
Order.” 

Thomson’s design won official ap- 
proval on September 15, 1789. Though 
the content on the reverse side signaled II- 
luminist influence, most Americans rarely, 
if ever, saw it that way, and it was not com- 
monly used. 


Resurrecting the Seal 

Attention paid to the Seal changed in 1935 
when President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
ordered placement of both of its 

sides on the back of the U.S. one- 


publication to President Roosevelt 
and suggested a coin be put out with 
the obverse and reverse sides of the 
Seal. Roosevelt ... was first struck 
with the representation of the “All- 
Seeing Eye,” a Masonic representa- 
tion of The Great Architect of the 
Universe. Next he was impressed 
with the idea that the foundation for 
the new order of the ages had been 
laid in 1776 but that it would be com- 
pleted only under the eye of the Great 
Architect. Roosevelt like myself was 
a 32nd degree Mason. He suggest 
[sic] that the Seal be put on the dollar 
bill rather than a coin and took the 
matter up with the Secretary of the 
Treasury.... When the first draft came 
back from the Treasury the obverse 
side was on the left of the bill as is 


heraldic practice. Roosevelt insisted 
that the order be reversed so that the 
phrase “of the United States” would 
be under the obverse side of the Seal. 
I believe he was also responsible for 
introducing the word “Great” in the 
phrase “The Great Seal” as it is found 
under the reverse side of the Seal on 
the left of our dollar bills. 


(Both of these letters are included in full 
in the 1976 book The Two Great Seals of 
America by Robert Hieronimus.) 

Wallace was well-known for his extreme 
leftist and pro-Soviet views, and was con- 
sidered by many to have been an outright 
communist. There was ample evidence 
for these concerns, even before the Com- 
munist Party of the United States publicly 
and enthusiastically endorsed him for U.S. 

president in 1948. As The New 
York Times reported on August 3 


dollar bill. Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Henry Wallace, who would 
later become FDR’s vice presi- 
dent during his third term (1941- 
1945), had suggested it to the 
president. Recalling the outcome 
in a 1955 letter to then-Treasury 
Secretary George Humphrey, 
Wallace wrote: 


[Roosevelt] brought it up in 
Cabinet meeting and asked 
James Farley [postmaster 
general and a Catholic] if he 
thought the Catholics would 
have any objection to the 
“All Seeing Eye” which he as 
a Mason looked on as a Ma- 
sonic symbol of Deity. Farley 
said “no, there would be no 
objection.” 


Wallace included more detail 
about his discovery of the re- 
verse side of the Seal in a 1951 
letter to renowned occultist Dal 
Lee of Maryland. He described 
finding a picture of it in an old 
State Department publication 
and wrote: 


The Latin phrase Novus Ordo 
Seclorum impressed me as 
meaning the New Deal of the 
Ages. Therefore I took the 
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Proving a conspiracy: Renowned Scottish professor John Robison 
published a book in 1797 exposing the Illuminati, and his work 
was endorsed by the first president of the United States, George 
Washington. 


of that year: 


The Communist party 
of the United States en- 
dorses and will work for 
the election of Henry A. 
Wallace as President of 
the United States. This 
announcement, long fore- 
shadowed by the activity 
of American Communists 
within the Wallace move- 
ment, was made last night 
by William Z. Foster, 
national chairman of the 
Communist party and one 
of its twelve leaders who 
are under indictment for 
conspiracy to overthrow 
the Government by force. 


Wallace gladly accepted the 
endorsement. 

Four years earlier, in 1944, 
Vice President Wallace had led 
a controversial three-month 
mission to Soviet Russia and 
China. The trip was arranged 
by FDR advisor Lauchlin Cur- 
rie, who was later identified 
as a Soviet agent by former 
Communists Whitaker Cham- 
bers and Elizabeth Bentley. 
Accompanying Wallace on the 
expedition as “experts” were 


35 


Soviet agents Owen Lattimore and John 
Carter Vincent. 

Not surprisingly, Wallace glamorized 
the Soviet Union and shamefully praised 
conditions in the Siberian gulag, Stalin’s 
massive system of brutal political prisons 
and death camps. The Wallace mission also 
ended up shoving a dagger into the back 
of anti-communist Chiang Kai-shek, while 
sending an unending series of bouquets to 
Mao Tse-tung’s communist forces. 

Further research into Wallace’s ties to 
communism, as well as occultism, led to 
his decline into political obscurity. But his 
influence has lasted until today. Placement 
of the reverse side of the Seal on U.S. cur- 
rency signals all who favor the long-range 
Illuminati goal of drastically changing 
America while the people of our nation 
and others robotically accept the pyramid, 
the all-seeing eye, the alternate importance 
of 1776, and the slogan New World Order. 


Novus Ordo Seclorum 

Since Roosevelt’s day, “New World 
Order” has become a catchphrase of Deep 
State promoters of world government. 
Presidents Richard Nixon, George H.W. 
Bush, Bill Clinton, and Joe Biden have 


repeatedly invoked it, as have notables 
such as Nelson Rockefeller and his broth- 
er, David; Henry Kissinger; Fidel Castro; 
Mikhail Gorbachev; veteran president of 
the Council on Foreign Relations Richard 
Haass; and numerous others. 

The phrase is included in the 1976 “Dec- 
laration of Interdependence” authored and 
promoted by notorious leftist Henry Steele 
Commager and shamefully signed by more 
than 100 members of Congress on the 
200th anniversary of the proclamation of 
American independence at Congress Hall 
in Philadelphia. “Two centuries ago our 
forefathers brought forth a new nation; now 
we must join together with others to bring 
forth a new world order,” reads the script. 

That, too, was the aim of the World Order 
Models Project founded in the 1960s by 
Rutgers University law professor and re- 
nowned globalist Saul Mendlovitz. He pre- 
dicted that world government would come 
about by “arms races, outbreaks of violence, 
food/population/environmental imbalances, 
and large-scale serious injustices,” as de- 
tailed by William P. Hoar in the April 1977 
American Opinion magazine, a publication 
of The John Birch Society (JBS) and prede- 
cessor to The New American. 
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Occult affinity: When FDR’s Agriculture Department Secretary Henry Wallace stumbled upon the 


forgotten reverse side of the U.S. Seal, its occult symbolism compelled him to urge the president 


to imprint it on the nation’s currency. 
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Exposing the Conspiracy 

JBS founder Robert Welch spent decades 
alerting fellow Americans to the threat of 
this international conspiracy. He founded 
the Society in December 1958, consis- 
tently tracing the conspiracy’s origins 
to the Illuminati and warning of what 
would be lost if its sinister goals were not 
exposed and thwarted. In the May 1976 
JBS Bulletin, on the 200th anniversary of 
the Illuminati’s founding, he explained 
its aim: “to destroy all religion, all ex- 
isting governments, and all traditional 
human institutions so that the Insiders of 
this Conspiracy could erect on the result- 
ing chaos and misery their novus ordo 
seclorum.” 

Welch insisted that a nationwide educa- 
tion campaign about the threat was some- 
thing the conspirators had not faced. That 
campaign became The John Birch Society, 
which has long maintained that the first 
step in defending national sovereignty is 
to cancel our country’s membership in the 
United Nations. This can be achieved by 
persuading Congress to repeal the 1945 
United Nations Participation Act and by 
formally resigning from the world body. 

Our withdrawal from that organization, 
headquartered in New York City, would 
deal a crippling blow to the plans of man- 
kind’s enemies and would expose the sin- 
ister designs of the conspiracy aiming to 
tule mankind in a New World Order. 

In the past, many legislators have intro- 
duced bills to end U.S. membership in the 
godless UN. The most recent bill — the 
American Sovereignty Restoration Act 
(H.R. 7806) — was introduced in the pre- 
vious Congress by Alabama Republican 
Mike Rogers. So far, this legislation has 
not been reintroduced in the new Congress. 
Each of us needs to contact our representa- 
tives and senators to urge that it be reintro- 
duced and receive enough support that it 
becomes adopted. 

Don’t let anyone deter you from taking 
much-needed action. Remember that sep- 
arating from Britain and creating a new 
country seemed impossible in 1776. But 
it happened when individuals yearning to 
be free defeated the world’s most power- 
ful military force. It’s time to scoff at the 
odds against defeating the Illuminati and 
its New World Order goal. It’s time to du- 
plicate the great victory that established 
the United States of America. ll 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mm OEE 


To Shoot or Not to Shoot? 


A shooting in a small Houston eatery be- 
came a national news story after it was 
all caught on video. KHOU.com reported 
that a masked robber armed with what ap- 
peared to be a loaded gun entered a Mexi- 
can fast-food restaurant on January 5 just 
before midnight and demanded cash from 
the people inside. As the armed robber 
made his way around the store collecting 
cash and other valuables from the custom- 
ers, one of the patrons pulled out his own 
gun and shot the suspect multiple times. 
The wounded robber died at the scene, and 
the armed customer retrieved all the stolen 
money and returned it to the other custom- 
ers before driving away from the restaurant. 
The whole ordeal was caught on surveil- 
lance video, and police were soon search- 
ing for the armed customer. 

Some details in this story added to 
its newsworthy nature. One detail was 
that the investigation revealed that the 
suspect was not actually handling a real 
gun, although the victims had no way of 
knowing that. Police investigators later 
determined that the gun was either a BB 
gun or an airsoft gun. Another detail that 
contributed to the incident gaining so 
much attention was the racial dynamic, as 
the shooter was a white man and the de- 
ceased robbery suspect was a black man. 
KHOU reported on January 15 that the 
robber’s family and local left-wing orga- 
nizations publicly called for the shooter 
to be prosecuted. Quanell X of the New 
Black Panther Nation stated that the man 
“should be charged with something be- 
cause we cannot have a society where our 
citizens are judge, jury and executioner.” 

KHOU legal analyst Carmen Roe ex- 
plained that the shooting appeared to be 
a straightforward case of self-defense, but 
police will still need to investigate and in- 
terview the shooter to confirm the facts. 
“One of the reasons that law enforcement 
is seeking out this individual is to find out 
whether he was in fear for his life or the 
lives of the people around him because 
that’s absolutely essential to a self-defense 
claim under the law,” Roe explained. She 
added that the burglar’s gun not being real 
didn’t really matter, because the armed 
customer had a reasonable belief that it 
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was real. Furthermore, the armed custom- 
er was under no obligation to stay in the 
store and wait for the police to arrive. 

Texas law actually addresses using le- 
thal force during a “robbery by threat, or 
aggravated robbery” with a presumption 
that it is justified. Attorney Nathan Beedle 
with the Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office told KHOU, “I can point you ex- 
actly where it is in the law: 9.31 and 9.32 
of the penal code.... Whether someone 
uses deadly force in the situation, that is 
presumed to be correct under Texas law.” 

The legal opinions shared by KHOU 
were unanimously in favor of the armed 
customer. A former prosecutor from the 
Harris County District Attorney’s Office 
went so far as to comment that “this is a 
man defending himself and others in the 
restaurant. People are getting sick and tired 
of crime on the streets.” Court records later 
revealed that the suspect was an accomplice 
to a 2013 murder, and after serving time, he 
was released only to be arrested last month 
for roughing up his girlfriend. 

The armed customer did eventually meet 
with police for an interview, and the case 
is being referred to a grand jury to deter- 
mine if there will be any charges. The man 
released a statement through his attorney, 
explaining that at the time of the shooting 
he was “in fear of his life and his friend’s 
life” when he “acted to protect everyone in 
the restaurant.” The statement concluded 
that when “the investigation is complete, 
this case will be presented to a grand jury. 
We are confident that a grand jury will con- 
clude that the shooting was justified under 
Texas law.” The attorney also stressed the 
emotional toll this has taken on the armed 
customer: “This event has been very trau- 
matic. Taking a human life is something he 
does not take lightly and will burden him 
for the rest of his life. For that reason, he 
wishes to remain anonymous. Due to the 
overwhelming coverage, we ask the media 
and the public to respect his privacy.” 

While a grand jury will be convened 
to deliberate the man’s fate, some have 
pointed out that the Houston district attor- 
ney was elected to office with the help of 
anti-gun leftist George Soros. The Associ- 
ated Press reported on October 14, 2016 
that Soros spent more than half a million 
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dollars to help Kim Ogg get elected. The 
Capital Research Center published a report 
on January 18, 2022 listing all the district 
attorneys in America who are backed by 
George Soros. The report confirmed that 
Ogg was one of the first district attorneys 
that Soros began supporting, and he spent 
more than $600,000 on her race in 2016. 
Does this mean that the armed customer 
is doomed? Not necessarily. The Capi- 
tal Research Center further reported that 
Ogg is “also one of the most moderate” 
district attorneys supported by Soros and 
that Soros apparently has stopped support- 
ing her because she seeks high cash bail, 
which is disliked by leftists. 

While there is some debate on social 
media and perhaps among a future grand 
jury about the man’s action, the customers 
and the workers in the restaurant that night 
already have their minds made up. KHOU 
featured an interview with the owner of the 
restaurant, who only spoke Spanish. The 
owner had no doubt in his mind that the 
customer was justified, and he expressed 
his gratitude for the man’s brave actions 
and said, in no uncertain terms, that the 
armed customer was definitely a hero. 


Repeat Offender 


ABC News reported on January 10 about 
a criminal who returned to a life of crime 
shortly after being released from prison. 
The incident occurred in Hammond, Loui- 
siana, where a man armed with a shovel 
and a lug wrench broke in to the home 
of a mother and her two young children. 
Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief 
Jimmy Travis told ABC News that 51-year- 
old Robert Rheams forced his way into the 
home and engaged in a physical fight with 
the mother. Thankfully the mother was able 
to retrieve a firearm and shoot Rheams. The 
mother called 911, and police soon arrived 
and discovered the injured suspect, who 
was later pronounced dead at the scene. 
Law enforcement explained that Rheams 
was out on parole after serving 20 years 
in prison for armed robbery. Investigators 
were also able to link him to a carjacking, 
which they say took place shortly before 
the home invasion. i 

— PATRICK KREY 
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REVIEW 


Scientist Exposes 
Covid Deception 


by Veronika Kyrylenko 


Lies My Gov’t Told Me and the Better 
Future Coming, by Robert W. Malone, 
MD, DS, New York: Skyhorse Publishing, 
2022, 645 pages, hardcover. 


he global response to the Covid 
pandemic will be remembered as 
a tragic failure — or, more likely, 
crime — of planetary proportions. Dr. 
Robert Malone’s new book, Lies My Govt 
Told Me and the Better Future Coming, 
serves as a timely account of the past three 
years of disastrous Covid policies, but it 
goes much further by placing the events 
in the context of the much-larger picture of 
nefarious ideologies and practices of gov- 
ernments and their “healthcare” apparatus 
and transnational organizations. 

Malone, a scientist with impeccable 
credentials and a long career in the bio- 
defense industry in the United States, ad- 
mits in the book, “I never really allowed 
myself to confront the possibility that we 
might not be the good guys, the white 
hats,” until he saw how the government 
responded to Covid-19. The book opens 
with the personal story of Malone’s wife, 
Jill Glasspool-Malone, who, with Robert’s 
assistance, wrote one of the first scientific 
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TOLD ME 


ROBERT W. MALONE, MD, MS 


guidelines, titled Novel Coronavirus: A 
Guide for Preparation and Protection, 
on how to prepare for and protect oneself 
from the novel virus that was then spread- 
ing across the globe. Published in mid- 
February 2020, the book steadily rose in 
popularity until it was abruptly censored 
on Amazon with no explanation or appeal. 
“And at that moment, we knew that some- 
thing very dark was happening, something 
we had never seen before,” recalls Malone. 

The encounter with that un-American 
instance of government-corporate censor- 
ship was the first step in a long journey 
of “red-pilling” for the Malones, and the 


book serves as a detailed roadmap of this 
process. From the absurd suppression of 
early treatments that showed promising 
results against Covid, to the rollout and 
unethical mandates of experimental ge- 
netic vaccines, to an all-pervading gov- 
ernment propaganda campaign and Chi- 
na-like repression of all and any dissent, 
the pandemic policies were a wake-up call 
not just for elite intellectuals such as the 
Malones, but for everyday Americans. 

As explained by Malone in his first 
interview for The New American in No- 
vember 2021 — which, as admitted by 
the doctor later, became a turning point 
for him in terms of publicly speaking 
out against corrupt healthcare and other 
government agencies and Big Pharma — 
people of all walks of life, regardless of 
their educational and professional level, 
saw, felt, or understood that the govern- 
ment’s draconian response that sought to 
sacrifice freedom for safety was nothing 
but an aggressive power grab. 

To achieve their goals, the elites em- 
ployed various methods — all based on 
lies, be they outright lies, half-lies, or 
“noble lies.” The latter term was introduced 
by Plato in Book II of his Republic. It re- 
fers to a grand myth that is shared by all 
citizens, including the rulers, and “would 
have a good effect, making them more in- 
clined to care for the state and one another.” 
Despite being a lie, it is considered “noble” 
by Plato because it is intended to promote 
social welfare and harmony among citi- 
zens. But what type of foundation do lies 
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make? The answer is unequivocal — an 
unreliable one. 

But unlike the perfect, virtuous “phi- 
losopher kings” envisioned by Plato in 
ancient times, who presumably had the 
republic’s best interest in mind, Ameri- 
can “pandemic rulers” such as Dr. An- 
thony Fauci evidently do not care about 
the preservation of the Republic, and 
therefore the term “noble lies” is likely 
inapplicable to their rhetoric. For exam- 
ple, among such “noble lies,” Malone 
describes the messaging on and man- 
dates for masking. Did the healthcare 
apparatus truly believe that the measure 
would strengthen the Republic and unite 
people when it “recommended” every- 
one older than two to mask up? Did they 
really believe that cloth masks that ob- 
structed breathing, impeded children’s 
development, and were Petri dishes for 
bacteria — and whose efficacy was never 
even clinically proven — would benefit 
toddlers, if anyone? It is evident that such 
a recommendation never had and never 
could have any “noble” goals. 

The same logic applies to all other 
Covid lies, one of the cruelest of which 
was the lie about the need to increase vac- 
cination rates to achieve “herd immunity,” 
a state when most of the population be- 
comes immune and a virus can no longer 
spread. Did Dr. Fauci or any other health- 
care dictator become consumed by entic- 
ing, well-intended myths they created out 
of concern for the nation’s health, or were 
they cold-bloodedly carrying out some 
evil mission? The evidence presented by 
the book suggests the latter. 

While all of the book is exceptionally 
well researched and thoroughly docu- 
mented, the most engaging and informa- 
tive chapters are those regarding topics 
on which Malone is a world-class expert. 
That, obviously, includes the science be- 
hind the novel mRNA “vaccines.” 

Recently accused of being a “mass mur- 
derer” by sensationalist media personali- 
ties for creating the primary platform for 
mRNA shots that have been linked to 
numerous adverse reactions and deaths, 
Malone leaves no stone unturned in ex- 
plaining the difference between the origi- 
nal concept of mRNA as a drug and what 
he calls pseudouridine-mRNA genetic 
Covid vaccines. One of the key contrasts 
is that the original mRNA worked on by 
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Malone was supposed to degrade rapidly 
— within hours — once released into a 
cell, whereas the Covid genetic shots 
incorporate a synthetic nucleotide pseu- 
douridine that makes the concoction stick 
in lymph nodes for at least 60 days and 
churn out the spike protein of the virus, 
which has been proven to be highly cyto- 
toxic, or, in other words, potent in killing 
human cells. Therefore, instead of teaching 
a very limited number of cells to produce 
spike proteins, which would be sacrificed 
for the sake of immunity for any future en- 
counters with the virus, Covid shots make 
the human body produce a toxin that is 
then distributed throughout the organs and 
across the blood-brain barrier. 

Malone makes a compelling case 
against vaccine mandates, and even Covid 
vaccine use in general: Covid shots do not 
provide long-term neutralizing immunity, 
and they do not prevent infection, viral 
replication in the infected, or viral trans- 
mission to others. As Malone said on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial in January 
2021, “Even if every man, woman, and 
child were vaccinated in the United States, 
these products cannot achieve herd im- 
munity” because they are “not working.” 
Since that speech, studies have shown that 
not only are the shots “leaky,” but they 
actually have a “negative” efficacy — 
meaning they make the recipients more 
susceptible to getting Covid, which is also 
elaborated on in Malone’s book. 

Another fascinating topic explored by 
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the scientist is the sophisticated world of 

government medical research usually hid- 

den from the public eye. To describe this 
uncharted territory, Malone evokes the 
metaphor of a black hole in outer space. 
“Like the effects of a Black Hole on 
spacetime, the massive amount of money 
allocated to the NIH bureaucracy by the 
US federal government (year, after year, 
after year) distorts every aspect of mod- 
ern research, across the United States and 
beyond throughout the world,” he writes, 
reflecting on the devastating effects of the 
infiltration of healthcare research by the 
intelligence community. 

As part of the answer to the big 
“WHY?” question, the author dedicates 
much space to the topic of “mass for- 

mation psychosis,” or “those three little 
words,” as Malone dubs them in his in- 
terviews and which were first spoken by 
him during the January 3, 2022 Joe Rogan 
podcast that propelled him to interna- 
tional fame. The phenomenon is crucial 
to comprehending the evasive, highly co- 
ordinated, “military-grade” propaganda 
campaign unleashed on Americans via 
virtually every means of human commu- 
nication that the government could use to 
turn citizens into an obedient mass as a 
prerequisite for establishing totalitarian- 
ism in America and elsewhere. Besides 
being masterfully explained by Malone, 
the issue is examined in detail in a sepa- 
rate chapter of the book written by Belgian 
clinical psychologist Dr. Mattias Desmet, 
widely recognized as the world’s leading 
expert on the theory of mass formation as 
it applies to the Covid pandemic. 

The last part of the book is dedicated 
to a “treatment plan” to help bring about 
a better future. One might start by soberly 
recognizing this fact stated in the book: 
“The New World Order is nothing more 
than fascism on a scale never seen be- 
fore.... It is time to reteach the lessons of 
our founding fathers. It is time to protect 
America. The question is how. And that is 
in your hands, it is up to you.” 

Fortunately, this danger has been long 
recognized by the parent organization of 
The New American magazine, The John 
Birch Society, which for decades has 
been helping patriotic Americans answer 
the question posed by Malone and fight 
against the Deep State’s plans for a New 
World Order. Mf 
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Once Again, 
the Fearmongers 
Are Wrong 


by William P. Hoar 


Superabundance: The Story of Popula- 
tion Growth, Innovation, and Human 
Flourishing on an Infinitely Bountiful 
Planet, by Marian L. Tupy and Gale L. 
Pooley, Washington, D.C.: Cato Institute, 
2022, 565 pages, hardcover. 


his is a bold pro-growth book. As 

such, readers may find themselves 

nodding their heads in agreement 

at the same time they shake them in as- 

tonishment because it flies so dramatically 

against the prevailing political, economic, 

and academic winds. It is, as the promi- 

nent, perceptive economist George Gilder 

writes in the foreword, a “supremely con- 
trarian” volume. 

And what, you ask, is so striking about 
the theme? The answer is that the authors 
make a shocking case for humanity: People 
are not merely consumers of resources, but 
rather the source of their growing availabil- 
ity. That’s not the conventional wisdom dis- 
pensed from the elites in their ivory towers. 

Indeed, if you want to get hosannas from 
those supposedly erudite folks, one ideal 
way would be to emulate the progressives 
in today’s “degrowth movement” who 
seek to shrink the global economy — usu- 
ally with hidden central planning — be- 
cause that would supposedly reduce pov- 
erty and somehow save the planet from 
cataclysmic climate change. 

At the root of the book is the widely 
held doctrine that as the human popula- 
tion grows, resources become scarcer. The 
co-authors here believe otherwise. So did 
the late University of Maryland profes- 
sor Julian Simon, who contended that the 
world’s problem “is not too many people, 
but lack of political and economic free- 
dom.” It was his celebrated wager (the 
“Simon-Ehrlich bet”) with three other 
academics — in particular with Stanford 
biologist (and overpopulation doom-mon- 
ger) Paul Ehrlich — that eventually led to 
the hefty Superabundance under review. 
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Wager Between 

Malthusian, Cornucopian 

Co-author Marian Tupy is a senior fel- 
low at the Cato Institute’s Center for 
Global Liberty and Prosperity; he is also 
co-author of Zen Global Trends Every 
Smart Person Should Know: And Many 
Others You Will Find Interesting. Gale 
Pooley is an associate professor of busi- 
ness management at Brigham Young Uni- 
versity-Hawaii and a senior fellow with 
the Discovery Institute. The two also co- 
authored “The Simon Abundance Index: 
A New Way to Measure Availability of 
Resources,” a 2018 study that — with 
considerable expansion and updating — 
became the backbone of this book. 

The wager drew considerable interest, in 
large part due to the fame of Paul Ehrlich, 
whose 1968 book The Population Bomb 
was a huge bestseller. Younger readers may 
have difficulty in appreciating its impact, 
which went beyond the three million books 
sold and translations for other countries. 
The mass media, of course, helped with the 
boosting. Never mind that it was his book- 
opening initial prediction that bombed, to 
wit: “The battle to feed all of humanity is 
over. In the 1970s, hundreds of millions of 
people will starve to death in spite of any 
crash programs embarked upon now.” In a 
word: Nope. 

Tupy and Pooley, in their telling, refer 


to this as an intellectual battle between 
the “Malthusian” Ehrlich and the “cor- 
nucopian” Simon. While this might sur- 
prise some, Thomas Malthus’ theories 
and their considerable adverse impact 
to this day are treated fairly here, even 
though Malthus wrongly predicted that 
overpopulation would lead to disaster. 
Superabundance does put the matter in 
context, saying: 


From Malthus’s time through 2020, 
the world’s population has risen 
from | billion to 7.8 billion, yet few 
people would be willing to argue that 
the world is worse off today than it 
was when King George III sat on the 
British throne. 


Back to what was at stake. The $1,000 bet 
took place between 1980 and 1990, with 
wagering on the inflation-adjusted prices 
of five metals (chromium, copper, nickel, 
tin, and tungsten) that had been selected 
by Ehrlich and his partners. Here was its 
essence: The Ehrlich side predicted that 
after the decade, because of the ensuing 
population growth, those metals would 
become scarcer and accordingly more ex- 
pensive. Simon, for his part, maintained 
that, because of population growth, the 
metals in question would become less 
expensive. 

We get a number of the highlights of 
the ensuing feud during the decade, which 
include articles and personal attacks that 
were made against Simon, including Ehr- 
lich’s calling him a flat-earther. By 1990, 
the wager’s timeline was coming to an 
end. Per Tupy and Pooley: 


On Earth Day 1990, while Simon 
spoke to an audience of 16 special- 
ists, Ehrlich gave a rousing speech 
about future food riots to a crowd of 
200,000. At another event, Ehrlich ref- 
erenced Simon’s book [The Ultimate 
Resource] when he declared “the ulti- 
mate resource — the one thing we’ll 
never run out of is imbeciles.” 


The decade covered by the bet was over 
a few months later. All five metals in- 
volved, as we read in Superabundance, 
had become cheaper, “with the prices of 
three of them falling at a faster pace than 
inflation.” 
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THE REVIEW 


Paul Ehrlich mailed a spreadsheet to 
Simon, along with a check for $576.06. 
This, write the co-authors, represented 


a 36 percent decrease in inflation- 
adjusted prices. Ehrlich’s wife, Anne, 
signed it. 

There was no letter accompanying 
it. Simon sent Ehrlich a thank-you 
note and an offer to raise the stakes 
to $20,000 in a future wager, but Ehr- 
lich refused. 


The loss, Ehrlich continued to say, was 
an anomaly. He also compared Simon to 
a guy “who jumps off the Empire State 
Building and says how great things are 
going so far as he passes the 10th floor.” 
In his own writings, as Tupy and Pooley 
point out, Simon did acknowledge “that 
population growth causes short-term prob- 
lems such as temporary increases in the 
prices of resources, but he insisted that 
people are also the means to solve those 
problems.” 


Earth Day Inanities 

While the “Simon-Ehrlich bet” does play 
a key role in the narrative, there is much 
more in the book — including discussions 
of apocalyptic thinking, portions that 
delve into prehistory as well as ancient 
and modern history, sections on political 
philosophy, and extended looks at the im- 
portance of innovation. Meanwhile, the 


authors decidedly don’t spare their use of 
related data, graphs, and figures, accom- 
panied by scores of pages of appendices, 
notes, and a welcome index. 

Some of the exposition gets pretty deep 
into the weeds, to the point that the co-au- 
thors even give readers a pass if they want 
to skip over an entire chapter, at least the 
first time through. You can get the mes- 
sage either way. But keep in mind that if 
you do give a pass to Chapter 4, you may 
not fully appreciate, for example, how the 
“person resource multiplier (pRAM) tells 
you how much more of a resource you 
get for the same amount of labor between 
two points in time.” (Not to worry: Most 
of the general definitions and calculations 
are relatively easy to understand, as will 
be noted below.) 

Faced with a similar situation, Julian 
Simon explained that he also used loads 
of numbers and diagrams with his work, 
backing his conclusions with hard data, 
in part because “they starkly contradict 
the main body of popular writings about 
population and resources.” 

And if you want chapter and verse 
about some well-publicized doomsaying 
contentions, they are certainly included in 
the book, in spades. You don’t have to go 
back to Malthus for this type of thinking. 
Consider, as noted in Superabundance, 
how the experts and media have warned 
during the last five decades or so that mas- 
sive famines were around the corner and 
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that an Ice Age was coming soon. Then 
they warned about “global warming,” 
which evolved into “climate change.” 
When Earth Day was created in 1970, 
the prophecies got even more dire. A Har- 
vard professor/Nobel laureate predicted 
that “Civilization will end within 15 or 
30 years unless immediate action is taken 
against problems facing mankind.” The 
New York Times editorialized passionate- 
ly about how “man [back then, the term 
“man” wasn’t politically verboten] must 
stop pollution and conserve his resources, 
not merely to enhance existence but to 
save the race from intolerable deteriora- 
tion and possible extinction.” A typical 
environmental advisor bewailed: “It is al- 
ready too late to avoid mass starvation.” 
There were countless such petrifying 
portents. Many of those who were acting 
foolishly were not acting. But the mass 
media happily served as their bullhorns: If 
you wanted to watch a horror show, all you 
had to do was turn on the evening news. 


What Is “Superabundance”? 

There are some recurring concepts in this 
exposition, such as “time prices,” “abun- 
dance,” and “superabundance” (as in the 
title of the book). Tupy and Pooley refer 
to “time prices” as a way to measure the 
length of time that people must work to 
buy something. This idea helps when mak- 
ing comparisons over years. 

Then, expanding from the original five 
commodities used in the “Simon-Ehrlich 
bet,” the authors examined 50 basic ones 
over a longer period of time (between 1980 
and 2018). During that period, they found 
that (in this example) the population of the 
world rose by 71.2 percent. Meanwhile, 
the average working time needed to earn 
enough to buy the various commodities 
fell by 71.6 percent. Described another 
way, the amount of work “required to buy 
1 basket of the 50 commodities in 1980 
bought 3.5 baskets in 2018.” 

“Abundance” takes place, as the co- 
authors explain in detail, 


when the nominal hourly income in- 
creases faster than the nominal price 
of a resource. Furthermore, when 
the abundance of resources grows at 
a faster rate than population, we call 
that “superabundance.” The relation- 
ship between population growth and 
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Too many people? According to the alarmist Malthusians, more people means more consumption 


of limited resources, more pollution, more environmental devastation, etc. Yet, according to 
contrarian cornucopians such as the authors of Superabundance, people can expand available 
resources at a faster rate than the population increases. 


the abundance of resources is deeply 
counterintuitive, yet it is no less true. 


There are many examples offered. 

Their calculations also break down the 
type of workers examined (such as “U.S. 
blue-collar workers” and “U.S. unskilled 
workers”), along with what happens with 
progress and innovation. Take, to use one 
of their examples, what occurred over 
time with air-conditioning units. Tupy 
and Pooley offer this finding: For the same 
length of labor “that it took to earn enough 
money to buy one air-conditioning unit in 
1952, aU.S. blue-collar worker could buy 
about 37 units in 2018.” 

In other words, over those 67 years, air 
conditioners 


became almost 3,600 percent more 
abundant. Air-conditioning abun- 
dance increased at a compound annu- 
al rate of about 5.54 percent, imply- 
ing a doubling of abundance every 
12.86 years. 


They go further, adding (among others) 


the cost of electricity to the calculations, 
and pointing out that the population of 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


the United States increased from 158 mil- 
lion in 1952 to 330 million in 2019. That 
means, they explain, that “even as the 
U.S. population more than doubled, the 
total cost to provide air conditioning for 
the whole country fell by more than 90 
percent.” 


Standard of Life Rises Steeply 
Fear not. This is not a mere dry academic 
treatise, which just plugs in dates and pric- 
es (though those do help to make the case 
for Superabundance). To offer another ex- 
ample, sugar is treated similarly to air con- 
ditioning, though over an even longer time 
period, demonstrating how life became, 
literally, sweeter between 1850 and 2021. 
After Shakespearean references and 
European history developments are stirred 
into the mix, the co-authors show what this 
meant to a typical U.S. factory worker and 
his changing compensation — concluding 
that, since 1850, “life has gotten 28,700 
percent sweeter.” The next time you enjoy 
“a cup of coffee and a doughnut,” say 
Tupy and Pooley, “thank human innova- 
tion for our astounding abundance.” 
Historical morsels and analyses are 
pluses, though some may take issue with 
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the co-authors’ prehistory handling and/ 
or acknowledgment that this is a “secular 
book, not a religious tract.” Their values, 
the co-authors say, “are humanistic.” That 
said, one chapter of the book alone (Chap- 
ter 8) is worth the price of admission, and 
could serve, with minimal alterations, as 
a stand-alone booklet. They discuss how 
the Industrial Revolution and “Great En- 
richment” changed living standards over 
the past two centuries or so (with such 
examples as extreme poverty, life expec- 
tancy, nutrition, hygiene and sanitation, 
work and safety, and more). 

Here’s another sample. We read in Su- 
perabundance “that in the 18 centuries 
that separated Augustus’s emperorship 
and the presidency of Thomas Jefferson, 
per person daily income rose by less than 
4 percent” (albeit with regional differ- 
ences). Then, 


suddenly, everything changed. Be- 
tween 1800 and 1900 the global GDP 
per person per day doubled. Income 
grew more than twice as much in one 
century as it had over the preced- 
ing 18 combined.... In other words, 
global and American standards of liv- 
ing rose 14-fold and 24-fold, respec- 
tively, over the course of the last two 
centuries. 


That trend continues to rise. While we 
often empathize with those who are per- 
turbed over our global and national short- 
term direction, it doesn’t hurt to recall 
that it is a pessimist who burns his bridges 
before he gets there. The tone of this vol- 
ume, which studies long-term tendencies, 
is optimistic. 

Here’s the lesson the co-authors leave 
with readers: It is free people who gener- 
ate new ideas, they opine, and 


... itis free people who test those new 
ideas in the marketplace. The process 
of knowledge and value creation is 
at the heart of humanity’s moral and 
material progress. It is what enables 
our civilization to bend toward good- 
ness and superabundance. Let us try 
to keep it that way. 


In truth, freedom is a package deal: It 


comes with responsibilities and conse- 
quences. 
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ACTION 


BY WILLIAM S. HAHN, CEO OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


McCarthy Is In, Now What? 


he fight to become 
the speaker of the 
House of Representa- 


tives wasn’t much of a fight. 
Many House Republicans 
had coalesced behind Rep- 
resentative Kevin McCar- 
thy’s leadership long ago. 
His best Freedom Index (FI) 
score was for the 111th Con- 
gress (2009-2010) — when it 
wasn’t too hard for Republi- 
cans to get good scores. All 
they had to do was oppose 
the Democrats during Presi- 
dent Obama’s first term. Mc- 
Carthy earned an 86 percent. 

His scores then dropped 
before increasing once again 
under another Democratic president. During President Trump’s 
term, McCarthy earned 53 percent, and now has a 61 percent 
FI lifetime score. Let’s also keep in mind that he served under 
the leadership of House Speaker John Boehner (FI 53 percent 
lifetime), Minority Whip Eric Cantor (FI 55 percent lifetime), 
and then House Speaker Paul Ryan (FI 58 percent lifetime), 
while he moved into the whip leadership and then served as 
Republican leader. 

In looking at why his scores mirror the Republican estab- 
lishment, we must ask the question, “What gets things done?” 
What moved the early Colonists to declare independence, fight 
a war, and win? The answer is the same: organization. The 
establishment is organized to perpetuate itself and its Big Gov- 
ernment agenda. While some members of the Freedom Caucus 
used the speaker vote for leverage to get rules changed and 
garner certain committee assignments, the fact remains that 
they did not have an organized effort to put up a candidate. 
Those who were nominated were not serious candidates (most 
voted for others). 

As of this writing, even with McCarthy installed as speaker, 
the House seems to have gotten off to a promising start, in- 
cluding the approval of a new House subcommittee to investi- 
gate the “weaponization” of the federal government. (See “The 
New House of Representatives,” page 25.) But will McCarthy 
continue to keep his promises? Under his leadership, will the 
encouraging start continue, or veer off course? Time will tell. 

Of course, it should be kept in mind that, in doing what he 
is now doing, McCarthy is responding to a small but growing 
group of recalcitrant representatives who have been elected to 
Congress as a result of growing understanding on the part of 
their constituents. Also, as we have repeatedly pointed out, it’s 


44 


the record, not the rhetoric, 
that matters. Rhetoric may 
sound pretty solid when it is 
employed to appeal to a con- 
servative constituency, but 
only the record will indicate 
if promises are kept. 

Let’s also keep in mind that 
the speaker is in a pretty safe 
place. He and the House can 
bring forth as many solid bills 
as they want that reflect the 
wishes of the base, but what 
happens when they die in the 
Senate or on the president’s 
desk? Cue the fundraising 
letters blaming it on the po- 
litical opposition and the nar- 
rative of how more Republi- 
cans must be voted in! Yet, when the GOP was in control of 
the Congress and the White House, what did they accomplish? 
Was spending cut? Did government get smaller? Did we move 
closer to getting the federal government to operate within its 
constitutional limitations? Not so much. 

Any movement in a constitutional direction will most likely 
not originate from the floor of Congress or any square inch of 
federal property in the District of Columbia. As the Founding 
Fathers demonstrated, the pressure must come from the people 
— the electorate, i.e., those who are tasked with eternal vigilance 
through education and organized action. 

In our booklet (download for free at https://jbs.org/assets/pdf/ 
Article-VI-Booklet.pdf) titled “The Founders’ Brilliant Solution 
to Big Government: Article VI,” we write, “To give you an idea 
of how far Americans have slipped in their civic knowledge, 
notice the following observation made on a visit to America in 
1831 by Alexis de i ae a famous French political theo- 
rist: ‘Every citizen . . taught ... the history of his country, 
and the leading ee of its Constitution.... [I]t is extremely 
rare to find a man imperfectly acquainted with all these things, 
and a person wholly ignorant of them is sort of a phenomenon.’ 
Sadly, now the opposite is true. Anyone who is even vaguely ac- 
quainted with the Constitution and the true history of the country 
is a rarity — and that is the root of the problem.” 

Help the McCarthy-led House understand that the main func- 
tion of government is to protect our God-given rights, and how 
they must go about doing so. Begin by joining The John Birch 
Society to get involved in our education efforts on the grassroots 
level. We detail the problems and the constitutional solutions to 
generate the necessary pressure to get elected officials to act. 
Start at JBS.org. 
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John Birch Society Bulletin, American Opinion magazine and The New American magazine, this volume is the 
essential resource for anyone seeking to understand — and effectively oppose — the plans made by the elite 
oligarchs of the deep conspiracy to dominate and control the world. (2022ed, pb, 266pp, 1/$29.95ea; 2+/$19.95ea) 


RPENWO 


Freedom Index January 2023 — Reprint 

Our fourth look at the 117th Congress shows how every member of the House and Senate voted on key 
issues such as an assault weapons ban (House only), marriage, and the so-called Inflation Reduction Act. 
Based on U.S. Constitution for the votes 31-40 and descriptions. (2023, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 25-99/$0.50ea; 
100+/$0.45ea) RPFIO123 


Pastors Call For Modern-day asad 
“Black Robed Regiment” — Reprint = 


“Tf today’s church does not stand as our founding generation stood, we will not only lose our republic, but SRR Seer 
our liberties as well.” -Pastor Dan Fisher, founder of “Bringing Back the Black Robed Regiment” (2022, 4pp, wits 
1-24/$0.35ea; 25-99/$0.30ea; 100+/$0.25ea) RPPCBRR twa 


JBS Stoneware Mug 
JBS Royale Blue Stoneware mug. 16 0z., dishwasher and microwave safe, made in the USA. 
(2023, 1/$25.00ea) MUGJBSST 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [23023 
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Showers & Lavatories 


Bases ¢ Walls Rectangular & § 
& Accessories Custom Shape 


Yes! Guaranteed Forever 
Proudly Made in 


Kansas, USA 


a 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 
www.onyxcollection.com 


